Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day

Principal’s Report
It is hard to believe that we have just entered the sixth week of
Term One. Our students have settled into their new classes, our
Foundation students are attending school full time, and the
important business of learning is as always at the forefront of
our minds.
We always commence the year by sharpening our focus on the
values of our school, and as I make my way around the
classrooms it is very clear that students are increasingly more
confident as co-contributors when establishing expectations for
their learning environment. Hearing children articulate their
understanding of how they learn best, is magic to my ears.
My fortnight took me to the pool during our Year 3 to 6
Swimming Carnival, where I was able to experience our
community spirit once again operating within our four school
houses of Banksia (Green), Wattle (Yellow), Waratah (Red) and
Jacaranda (Blue). The encouragement students offered each
other was outstanding, and personal bests were celebrated
with as much vigour as a first place. House Captains were able
to lead their houses with a clear focus on our school’s values,
while our Sport Captains offered critical support to Mr Richards
and our teachers. I was incredibly proud when the staff at
GESAC volunteered their feedback, commenting on the high
levels of engagement and
behaviour demonstrated by our
school. Well done everyone!
Term One guidelines for
managing the risk of COVID
transmission, have enabled the
return of face-to-face assembly
for our students. Our 2021 Year 6
cohort has been able to lead
these gatherings, assuming
agency for the planning,
scheduling and presentation with
incredible competence. These
roles are shared among the
student leadership team, and
presenting at assembly is often
the most visible component of
being a Year 6 leader for the
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other children. I would like to congratulate this team of
students and their families for the responsibility, and maturity
with which they have approached this task. Every Friday, they
continue to increase in confidence and independence. We are
saddened that we are not yet able to welcome parents to this
important, end-of-week event, but we will communicate with
you as soon as the restrictions ease further.
Newsletter Content
To increase the profile of students in our fortnightly newsletter,
each issue will now include a submission from one to two
classes or learning areas. I know that Mrs Winada and 3D are
excited to be sharing their experience of a Science excursion
this week, where they explored the properties of Solids, Liquids
and Gas.
CRT Increase
We are all very aware of the requirement to stay away from
school if unwell, and this applies to our teachers and support
staff, as well as our students. As a result, we are noticing an
increase in the need to utilise replacement staff (known as
Casual Replacement Teachers - CRT’s). We have a number of
preferred replacement teachers which we always turn to in the
first instance, and we have been
gradually getting to know a range
of other teachers that will adopt
our approach to teaching and
learning to be effective back-up
staff. Teachers plan curriculum
and learning/lessons in teams,
and the program is then
deliverable by the CRT, however
we all know that students will
always prefer having their own
teacher in their class. Please
know that we are working to
maximise consistency for
students, while eliminating the
“I’ll be OK to push through”
notion that in previous years has
prevailed.

HOW TO CONTACT THE SCHOOL
SCHOOL 9570 4808 OSHC 0423 940 728
www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au email: hughesdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Past Hughesdale Happenings can be found
on COMPASS in Community under
School Documentation

Digital Devices, access audit
The use of COMPASS to communicate with families has been
incredibly useful for us since implementation nearly 3 years
ago. I want to let you know that there is an “opt-in” event
currently on COMPASS, asking you to notify us if you would be
unable to provide your child with access to a digital device in
the event of a future lock-down. Please feel free to contact the
office if you are in this situation and need any assistance with
responding to the COMPASS event. (If you have access to
digital devices at home, please just ignore this message).
2022 enrolments
It is time again for me to invite our community to enrol for the
next years’ Foundation/Prep cohort. As a school of choice, we
have a number of families that approach us wanting to attend
Hughesdale Primary School (they have heard how amazing you
all are!) and our enrolments are now open
for next year. To manage class sizes, it
helps us, and these new families, if siblings

of current students, and children within our Zone are enrolled
during Term 1.
Our enrolment form is available on our website;
https://8780ef60-ff97-4240-b20a-ff0a4bc1e17e.filesusr.com/
ugd/9820c4_9eb2c580082749358c39d37723eb0210.pdf
Completed documents can be posted, hand delivered to the
office or emailed to hughesdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au
If you, or a friend would like to learn more about the school,
our tour options can be accessed through Try Booking where
bookings are currently available.
http://trybooking.com/BKQSO

Warmest Regards,
Lisa Gough
lisa.gough@education.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Learning Awards;


Memi and Sloane from 1C shared
their use of speech bubbles and
onomatopoeia.



Skye from 2A read a fabulous story
to me about a garden.



Zayden from 2B shared his collaborative work when writing letters
to pen pals last week.



Christian, Costa, Ananya, Natalie and Sam from FB
shared their amazing learning about numbers



Aidan from 4C shared his individualised writing with
ideas he expanded upon with great detail.



Lefty and Liberty from 6C shared their homework tasks
that had been completed with great care.



James from FB was so resilient that our Year 6 students
gave him a Principal’s Award.



Rocco and Marlene shared their writing about going to
a beach.



Baylen shared his map of the
quadrangle that he drew.

Assistant Principal’s Report
AMANDA BREEDEN-WALTON
Wellbeing and Daily Organisation

Connection is important for everyone
It is wonderful to see the level of engagement and connectedness across the school, students are now well and truly settled
and making great progress academically, physically, socially and emotionally. When parents and teachers work well together,
everyone benefits. Parents and teachers can provide each other with unique insight and different perspectives about the same
child, culminating in a more complete understanding of that child, their abilities, strengths, and challenges. The teacher will
know much more about the curriculum and the school culture, while you know more about your child's personality,
tendencies, and family life. A successful parent-teacher partnership also shows a child that an entire team of adults is on their
side. To parrot Lisa’s phrase, “It takes a village to raise a child” . I would like to encourage families to reach out wider than just
your child’s teacher, please as you see staff members in the yard before or after school, say hello and introduce yourself. Staff
get to know your children well in classes, specialist sessions, while on yard duty and also on special event days. So it would be
lovely to get to know you too.

Supporting ourselves and others.
From time to time we may find ourselves
or others around us in need of supports
Below are some important numbers to
keep accessible:
Kids Helpline
1800 551 800
www.kidshelpline.com.au
Child First
1300 762 125

Lifeline
131114
www.lifeline.org.au
Parentline
13 12 89
Food Security
www.askizzy.org.au/food
Beyondblue
1300 224 636
www.beyondblue.org,au

Drug and Alcohol Support
1800 888 236
www.directline.org.au
I hope you are all able to take the
opportunity to enjoy a long weekend
with your families,
Take care,
Amanda Breeden-Walton
amanda.breedenwalton@education.vic.gov.au

Whole School Harmony Day
Thursday 18th March

Harmony week is celebrated every year around Australia from the 15th to the 21st March.
It is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism and is about inclusiveness, respect and
belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic background. Orange is the
official colour of Harmony Day which traditionally, signifies social communication and
meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas and encouragement of
mutual respect.
Hughesdale Primary School’s whole school Harmony Day celebrations will take place on
Thursday 18th March. Students are invited to wear orange or cultural dress to school on this
day and they will be immersed in level and multi-age activities based on varying cultures,
diversity and inclusiveness.
We look forward to a fun filled day,
Erin Wilson

Assistant Principal’s Report
AMANDA SEACH
Curriculum and Pedagogy

Celebrating mistakes as opportunities for growth
Our teachers model and develop a growth mindset in students. Part of that is being willing to try hard, even when failure is
likely, because that’s how learning happens. This is normalised in sport. Athletes try, try and try again- no team or individual
always wins. We aim to normalise it in the classroom. We are excited by mistakes because they can reveal important
conceptual gaps that should be filled. You may be interested to know that when we administer some standardised tests we
carefully choose the test level, and the right test for a student is the one in which they score around 50%. Why is this? Because
we are just as interested in what they don’t know as we are in what they do know!
When adults get excited about the learning that mistakes can facilitate, children start to think of mistakes as a natural part of
the learning process and this results in two important changes in learning behaviour. Children engage in challenging work
(which may mean making some mistakes) and are less likely to hide their mistakes and feel ashamed.
Memi and Laetitia from 1C shared their mathematics leaning with me this week proudly showing where they had made
mistakes and what they had learnt from them.
Here are some tips for you to help build a growth mindset in your children at home;
 Talk about when you were a child and you struggled with something that was
hard and overcame it. Allow your children to reflect on struggles and what they
learn from them.
 Make mistakes in front of your children and have a positive reaction to them.
Openly reflect on what could be learnt from them. This shows it's about the
learning and not being right.
 Get excited when your child makes a mistake and help them to think through
what can be learned from it. Even mistakes that seem careless can be good
learning opportunities.
Teacher Professional Learning
Each year the professional learning our staff engage with is driven by our Annual Improvement Plan which you can access on
our school website. At Hughesdale Primary and indeed across all Victorian government schools, there are 3 key priorities for
2021 1. Learning catch-up and
extension (Curriculum
planning and assessment)
2. Happy, active and healthy
kids (Health and
Wellbeing)
3. Connected schools
(Building communities)
One of our actions is to
Strengthen the classroom environment (‘The Third Teacher’)
to enhance students' sense of ownership.
Teachers have begun learning about ‘The Third Teacher,’ a
phrase coined by Dr. Lyn Sharratt, a highly accomplished
educational practitioner, researcher, author and presenter.
After parents and teachers, the teaching and learning
environment is the third teacher. This encompasses the
physical and social dimensions of a classroom.
We are carefully considering and co-constructing the learning environments with students. You
may have noticed bare walls at the beginning of the year in classrooms and over time they will
fill up, and they will constantly change. This is intentional, as a heightened sense of ownership
results when teachers and students co-create and agree on displays and visual prompts to track learning. As Lyn Sharrat says,
Classroom walls that become interactive learning spaces and show evidence of use move from being ‘pretty’ to ‘pretty useful.’
Teachers have shared their prior knowledge and have begun building on this with professional readings and discussions. Here
you can see what we have learnt about designing the social environment in our classrooms.
Kind regards
Amanda Seach
amanda.seach@education.vic.gov.au

School Council President’s Report
Dear All,
If this your first year at HPS, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to each of you. If you are a seasoned HPS
family, I know that you are as excited as I am to be getting the kids back to school. My name is Kirsten Williams and I
have taken on the role of School Council President for 2021. This is my fourth year on School Council and first year as
President. As a Council we will provide regular newsletter updates to inform the community of key discussions and
decisions made at School Council meetings which are held monthly during school terms. As a council it is our role to
support the Hughesdale Primary School leadership team to provide the best possible educational outcomes for students.
The first School Council meeting in February was divided into two parts. Lisa Gough (Principal) chaired the first meeting
which focussed on the election of office-bearers and sub-committee representatives. In addition to attendance at
monthly Council meetings, councillors undertake work on various sub-committees which benefits the school enormously.
I thank all councillors for volunteering their time in this regard. The 2021 council members, as announced by Lisa Gough
earlier in February, undertake their position on council and additional roles on the following subcommittees:

- Laura Puzzello (Parent) – Secretary, Education subcommittee
- Megan Rive (Parent) – Education subcommittee
- Jarryd Biffin (Parent)
- Amanda Breeden-Walton (DET) – Education, Parents & friends subcommittee
- Bridget Kersey (Parent)
- Kirsten Williams (Parent) – President; Finance, facilities & grounds, Parents & friends subcommittee
- Lisa Gough (DET) – Principal; Finance, facilities & grounds subcommittee
- Mandy Prokupets (DET)
- Rebecca Bamert (Parent) – Vice-President; Education subcommittee
- Amanda Seach (DET) – Education subcommittee Convenor
- Tania Patterson (Parent) – Treasurer; Finance, facilities & grounds subcommittee Convenor
At our first meeting, we approved a motion that the 2020 Annual Principal’s Report and President’s Report will be
presented in the 2021 AGM on the 15th of March @ 7pm. This will ensure that the AGM provides a more
comprehensive analysis of the previous year. All members of the school community are warmly invited to attend the
AGM.
The second part of the meeting is chaired by the President and focused on ordinary business. The following items were
considered:


School Council approved the continued watering of the school oval via mains water when water tanks are empty.



School Council approved the removal of the HPS Parent Payment policy which is replaced by the DET Parent
Payment Policy.



School Council ratified the Electronic Funds Management Policy, Purchasing Card Policy and Cash Handling Policy.
Hughesdale Primary School’s policies are regularly reviewed and updated to ensure they remain relevant.



The Council considered and endorsed the financial reports which are a standing agenda item with no significant
issues identified.



School Council approved the merge of the Finance & Facilities subcommittee and the Building and Grounds
subcommittee. It has been renamed as the Finance, facilities & grounds subcommittee.



Council considered and approved the Easter Raffle Event Template.



Council also discussed P&F membership numbers and the current endeavours of P&F to reconnect with our HPS
community after a socially distant 2020. P&F can be contacted at hps_pf@yahoo.com.au

As a council we welcome your input and feedback. If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me on
Kirsten.Williams@education.vic.gov.au.

District Swimming
On Tuesday March 2nd, Hughesdale competed in the Moorabbin District Swimming Carnival. Everyone did extremely well and
we ended up placing 3rd out of all the eight schools who competed.
Girls 9-10yr 50m Freestyle
2nd Clair Y

Boys 9-10yr 50m Freestyle
3rd Lewis C

Girls 12-13yr 50m Freestyle
1st Alex G

Girls 11yr 50m Backstroke
2nd Jae B

Girls 9-10yr 50m Breast Stroke
3rd Clair Y

Boys 11yr 50m Breaststroke
3rd Harley L

Girls 11yr 50m Breast Stroke
2nd Stella R

Boys 9-10yr 50m Breaststroke
2nd Lewis C

Boys 12-13yr 50m Butterfly
2nd Oliver G

Boys 9-10yr Butterfly
2nd Cameron W

Boys 9-10yr 50m Freestyle Relay
2nd Lewis C, Cameron W,
Anthony V and Harry W

Girls 11yr Butterfly
2nd Stella R

Girls 12-13yr 50 Freestyle Relay
1st Alex G, Milly B. Felicity C and
Claire W

Boys 12-13 50m Medley Relay
3rd Oliver G, Ethan Z, Jacob K and
Harley L

On March 15th, Alex G will be competing at the Kingston Division
Carnival in the 50m freestyle. Also Alex G, Milly B, Felicity C and Clair W
will be competing in the 50m freestyle relay. Good luck to all the girls
going to Division.
Milly and Percy
Sport Captains

Week 3 - Senior Hughesdale Hero
Class

Name of Student

For Showing (Values)

Reasons

3A

Leon Doyle

Personal Best
Respect



Resilience
Respect
Teamwork



3B

Aashritha Ajith



For always listening to others
For striving to achieve his best work

Settling into Year 3 and Hughesdale PS extremely well
Communicating in a respectful and kind way with her
peers
 Actively listening in class and participating in group
discussions


3C

Adithya Ganesan

Personal Best
Resilience
Teamwork



3D

Mateja Gigovic

Teamwork
Personal Best
Respect



4A

Jessica Sandow

Teamwork
Personal Best



4B

Jude Davis

Personal Best
Gratitude
Respect



Making smart, mature choices about where you sit to
help your learning and always being there for your
friends.

4C

Victoria Zois

Resilience



Victoria displayed resilience by graciously accepting that
her friend wanted to play elsewhere in the playground.

5A

Jui Mehta

Personal Best
Teamwork



For working productively in her activity group on camp
and applying her inquisitive nature by asking questions to
gain further understandings and information.

5B

Christos Sofos

Teamwork
Gratitude



For working productively with his activity group members
during camp and showing his appreciation for all camp
activities.

5C

Kirby Rooney

Personal Best
Teamwork



Kirby showed his personal best and teamwork while on
camp, he went out of his way to help his peers to ensure
meals were left tidy and everyone was packed up at the
end of camp.

6A

Jett Maye-Powell

Personal Best



For having a wonderful attitude towards his learning,
being focussed and completing his work to a high
standard.

6B

Joe Duffy

Personal Best
Respect



6C

Skye Nguyen

Resilience
Personal Best



For his enthusiasm and persistence with challenging
tasks.
 For helping others when they are in need.
For always trying to do your best work and for helping
others when they need assistance.
 For being respectful and speaking nicely and for always
displaying respect and good manners.
For always having a positive attitude towards learning
and striving to achieve your personal best
 For being a kind and caring member of 4A who always
helps others

Impressing his teacher and classmates with his wonderful
start to Level 6.
 Joe has been an exceptional listener and used all class
time to the best of his ability.
For showing wonderful resilience while transitioning back
to Hughesdale Primary.
 For always doing her absolute best with all her school
work.

Week 3 - Junior Hughesdale Hero
Class

Name of Student

For Showing (Values)

Reasons

1A

Sophia Wright

Personal Best




1A

Ryan Curry

Personal Best




For a great start to the year!
You are becoming a successful level 1 learner.
For your enthusiastic participation in all learning tasks.
For your knowledge (and expert pronunciation) of
dinosaur species - a great help when we were reading
Tyrannosaurus Drip!

1B

Dexter Peek

Personal Best



For showing whole body listening on the floor and
actively listening to others.

1D

Amala Parasnis

Teamwork
Respect



For encouraging her classmates during group tasks and
always helping around the classroom with a smile.

2A

Blake Conn

Teamwork
Resilience



Teamwork
Respect
Resilience



2B

Caitlin Isaac

For starting the year with a fantastic attitude
For demonstrating resilience when ask to enhance his
work
 For showing Teamwork in our writing workshop
 And for always starting his day with a smile


Helping her classmates with tasks
Bouncing back when challenged
 Making her peers feel respected


2C

Eli Vekas

Respect



2D

Maya Saville Crowe

Teamwork
Respect



Keeping our students safe
Before and after school are very busy times around our
school and with your assistance we can keep everyone safe.


The Staff Carpark is an out of bounds area. Students and
parents must not walk through the carpark. Parents must
not park in the Staff Carpark. Drop off and pick ups cannot
take place in this area.



Double parking in Austin and Brine Streets has become a
regular occurrence causing traffic disruption and blocks
the buses from passing. Please refrain from this.



Please be mindful of our school neighbours by not
blocking their driveways.



To keep our students safe in the yard all bikes must be
walked out of the yard before riding.

For always being kind and actively listening and
participating in all learning opportunities.

For encouraging all members of her team to contribute to
the given task.
 For being an active listener.
 For assisting her classmates when they need it.
 For showing enthusiasm and a positive attitude
throughout each day.

Parents + Friends News
Dear All,
Welcome back to the new school year and a special welcome to all our new families at Hughesdale Primary School!
I hope everyone enjoyed our P&F Newsletter.
Tea and Tears
Parents and Friends hosted our first event for the year on 1st February – Tea and Tears for
the Foundation parents. It was great to see so many people attend and have the
opportunity to meet one another. A special thank you to Megan Rive for coordinating
the event; Camp Australia for sponsoring the event and providing the catering; and Anne
George for helping with the event. Apologies for not having any photos, we’re a little
rusty from lockdown!
Will YOU win the Easter Raffle?
Raffle tickets have been sent home for our 2021 Easter Raffle. If you’re new to HPS,
this is one of the most eagerly anticipated dates on the school calendar! There are
two things to do…
1.

Send a donation in with your child - a basket, chocolate eggs, bunnies
or novelty items – to place in the P&F basket in your classroom.
There’s also a prize for the class that donates the most goods.

2.

Return your ticket stubs and money by Tuesday 30 March. The more
tickets you buy, the more chances to win!

If you need more tickets, they are available at the office.

All money raised will go towards funding new toilets in the main building.
Easter Raffle Wrapping
We need you!!! Do you have an hour to spare?
Our Wrapping Day for the Easter egg hampers is Friday 26th March in the Camp Australia building (Miss Wylie’s classroom).
Please come and join us!
We will send out a Compass reminder closer to the day.

P&F Meetings
A special thank-you to every parent who took the time to attend of first P&F meeting on Feb 26. It was greatly
appreciated! P&F is very excited about the year ahead.
Next Meeting is on Thursday 25th March, 3.30pm in the staffroom.

WANTED : Any spare
Discovery Garden Seed Pots
The Lunchtime Garden Club would love any donations to get
their new garden started.

Please drop them off at Portable 2 (Mr Bleeker’s
Classroom)

SPEND AND VOTE!
VOTE FOR HUGHESDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL TO RECEIVE UP TO
$20,000 IN SCHOOL SUPPLIES!
Saturday 6 to Sunday 28, March 2021
For every $20 spent at Kmart, Target and participating Fresh Food retailers
at Chadstone, present your receipt/s at Chadstone’s Concierge Desk on
the same day to receive one token to vote for your school.
The three schools with the most tokens will receive $20,000 to spend on
school supplies at Chadstone.
Get behind your school community. Every vote counts!
1 vote per token per qualifying purchase. Max 50 entries/votes per day.

PARTICIPATING CHADSTONE
RETAILERS
ALDI
BAKER’S DELIGHT
COLES
COLONIAL FRESH
FISCH
KMART
TARGET
THE ASIAN STORE
THE BUTCHER CLUB
WISHBONE
WOOLWORTHS

The prizes will be in the form of resources chosen by the school at selected
participating Chadstone retailers. For example, the Apple Store for new devices/computers or STEM games, Rebel
Sport for a range of sporting equipment and JB HiFi for cameras, TVs and electronics.
AU residents 18+ only. Between 9am (AEDT) 6/3/21 & 7pm (AEDT) 28/3/21 spend $20 or more on any products (excl. liquor/tobacco/weapons/gift cards/layby purchases/cash
withdrawals/utility bill payments) at Aldi, Baker’s Delight, Coles, Colonial Fresh, Fisch, Kmart, Target, The Butcher Club, The Asian Store, Wishbone or Woolworths at Chadstone,
collect original itemised receipt/s & on same day, visit concierge desk during centre hours, present receipt/s to be stamped by staff & get 1 token. To vote, on same day insert
token/s into box of the school you would like to vote for. Schools w/ most votes wins. 3 prizes, 1 per tier (calc. by number of students): $20kea for school supplies. Total prize pool:
$60k. Max 50 entries per day & max 1 entry per itemised receipt. Keep original itemised receipt/s. See chadstone.com.au for winning schools on 12/4/21 & for full conditions.
Promoter: Vicinity Centres PM Pty Ltd (ABN 96 101 504 045).

