
 

 Bonjour! 

Welcome to our first edition of our Newsletter in 2022. We 
have certainly enjoyed welcoming our community back to 
school over the past week. I hope that everyone found time to 
relax and recharge at some stage over the school holidays and I 
thank you for the return of your delightful children, the smiles 
on their faces have been a joy to experience. 

In the final week of 2021, I was able to share the exciting news 
that Hughesdale Primary School has appointed Madam Tahn 
Watson to establish a French Languages Program for us this 
year. As mentioned, I thank the Languages Working Party for 
their efforts supporting the review of our Languages program 
over 2021. This team consisted of students, parents and 
teachers, and their considerable dedication has led to this 
appointment of Madam Watson. I also thank the many parents, 
students and staff who participated by completing surveys and 
offering their thoughts during the process.  

“C’est un résultat passionnant et j’attends avec impatience les 
connaissances qu’accueilleront nos élèves.”  This is an exciting 
outcome and I look forward to learning what will unfold for our 
students. For parents who would like to build their French 
vocabulary, a few key words can be found in this edition of the 
Newsletter ! 

Welcome 

February brings the annual delight of a new cohort of young 
learners as they commence their learning journey with us. I 
extend the warmest of thoughts and a huge welcome to 
families supporting a Foundation/Prep student that has 
commenced school this year. We also have a number of 
families that have moved into Hughesdale, and their children 
have commenced in classes from Year 1 to Year 6. As always, I 
encourage our community to also welcome those new to our 
school family, I know they will rapidly form new friendships that 
have the potential to last a lifetime. 

Outdoor Learning Spaces 

We have been successful in our application for funding to install 
additional shade sails at our school. They will widen the shaded 

area between the library and Camp 
Australia building. You may have 
noticed that we have already added 
additional table and chair sets in this 
space, creating another outdoor 
learning space for classes to utilise. 
We are awaiting the go-ahead to take 
the next steps in this installation. 

Funding News 

As shared with you at the end of 
2021, we have also been successful in 
our application for funding to fully 
renovate the bathroom annex 
attached to the main building. The 
project will be managed by the 
Victorian School Building Authority 
(VSBA) who sit within the Department 
of Education. I hope to have more 
news to share with you in our next 
newsletter. 

Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day 
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Past Hughesdale Happenings can be found  
on COMPASS in Community under  

School Documentation 

HOW TO CONTACT THE SCHOOL 
SCHOOL 9570 4808   OSHC  0423 940 728 
www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au   email: hughesdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

 

Foundation students 
enjoying their first day 
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Safety 

There are a couple of requests that I would like to revisit as 
reminders for the beginning of a new year. These are very 
much in place to keep our community safe. May I thank you in 
advance for reinforcing the following guidelines with family 
members; 

 Furry friends are very loved members of our families and 
they love helping you collect the children from school. They 
must be on a lead please, and carrying waste bags to clean 
up any mess they may make (I think I need an emoji 
here!)  saves our children from standing in any doggie 
mines. 

 Having seen the devastation avoided by the correct wearing 
of a helmet, please ensure that anyone on a bike or scooter 
is wearing one. Bikes and scooters can be stored in either of 
our Bike Sheds (Junior or Senior) with the 5min bike parking 
available to parents who are dismounting briefly, to walk 
their child to class.  

 Walking Scooters & Bikes within the school keeps everyone 
safe, and is a school rule at HPS. Please chat with your child 
about the need to recognise the necessity to also do so on 
the pavement (along our boundary) when there are a lot of 
people about at school pick-up and drop-off time. I have 
included a map in this Newsletter showing the location of 
both the Junior and Senior bike sheds. 

 While everyone is aware that double parking is not 
permitted, you also risk the wrath of the local bus company 
(and possible damage to your car) as our school is directly 
on a regular bus route. 

 Drop off zone - please stay with your car if using this area so 
that cars queuing behind you can take your place after you 
utilise a “kiss and drop” school delivery. 

 There is no access to the staff car park for pedestrians or 
parking at any time. 

It is unfortunate that non-compliance with these points is a 
source of regular complaints from our community and 
neighbors. Schools are busy places for 20 minutes each 
morning, and 30 minutes each afternoon. Thank you for 
working with us to maintain a safe and respectful community 
feel as HPS during these times. 

Uniform Donations 

We continue to accept donations of second hand uniform at 
the school office if your child has grown out of these items. 
Our second hand uniform sales are designed purely to support 
members of our community, making uniform more affordable 
whenever possible. We also use donated uniforms to assist 

children for a variety of reasons, should they need a change of 
clothes at school. Thank you to the families who have thought 
of us in the past few days. Thank you also to Aniela Wilson (a 
parent volunteer) and Bridene Forrest (our Business Manager) 
for your work facilitating this service. 

Privacy Policy 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and 
parent personal information for standard school functions or 
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx 

Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection 
notice, found on our website https://
www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au/policies-det-documents-1 . For 
more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy 
Policy — information for parents. This information is also 
available in nine community languages: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-
Policy-information-for-parents.aspx 

Thank You 

For the seamless manner in which you collected RAT kits last 
week, I sincerely thank you. For those who visited on Friday, 
what an incredible storm we experienced! All of Hughesdale 
was pelted with rain and hail, and I hope that none of the 
flooding impacted any of your houses. We were very lucky at 
school, the flooding was temporary and rectified very quickly 
here at school. 

Outdoor Learning Space 

 Amharic 

 Arabic 

 Dari 

 Gujarati 

 Mandarin 

 Somali 

 Sudanese 

 Turkish 

 Urdu 

 Vietnamese. 
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https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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Assistant Principal’s Report 

AMANDA BREEDEN-WALTON 
Wellbeing and Daily Organisation 

Principal’s Awards 

 I received a lovely email from Judo Victoria this week. They shared the special news that Kobe M in  3C had passed a recent 
grading, and was awarded a White-Yellow belt. Congratulations Kobe. 

 To all of our Foundation/Prep students on a highly successful first day of school. 

 To Maya and Ben from 3C and Jessica from 1A for reporting to Mrs Gough and assisting when a door got stuck 

Warmest Regards, 
Lisa Gough 
lisa.gough@education.vic.gov.au 

Bonjour! 

Safer Internet Day 

Next Tuesday (February 8th) is Safer 
Internet day, the theme for this year 
is #PlayitFairOnline. Through simple 
actions like being safe, respectful and 
kind - we can all #PlayitFairOnline. 

Across the school our students regularly engage in lessons to 
build their understanding of how to be safe online and what to 
do if things are not quite right. 

All families would have had our schools ‘Acceptable Use 
Agreement’ forms come home and are required to sign these 
agreements with your children at home. In class, all students 
also sign a pledge with their class teacher to be responsible 
and safe online and let a teacher know if something happens 
online at school that they need support with. 

In order to further promote Safer Internet day and keep the 
message strong both at home and at school, we are setting a 
challenge to all families to work together and create a visual 
display, poster, Powerpoint or similar which shares messages 
of what you in your family do to keep everyone safe 
online.  These posters can be directly handed in or emailed to 
me and the best ones will be shared in coming newsletters. 

Let's work together to take action and build our 
understanding, awareness and strength as a team to support 
our young people. 

Some questions which may promote discussion at home may 
include: 

 What are you good at online? 

 What do you enjoy most about being online? 

 What things make you feel unsafe online? 

 How do we know if we are not safe online? 

 How can you help your friends to stay safe online? 

 What issues and challenges do you see online? 

 How do you suggest these might be addressed? 

 What are our family’s rules around being online? 

I look forward to sharing families ideas and strategies from 
these posters with the rest of the school community. 

For Parents, you can join free live webinars that will give you 
the knowledge, skills and tools to support their children to 
have safe online experiences. 

Parent Webinar 

eSafety's parent guide to “Helping kids thrive online” webinar 
in 2022 offers tips about how to support young people to 
socialise, learn and have fun online safely. 

It explains how to access information, use technology safely 
and navigate new online platforms. 

The presentation is designed for parents and carers of young 
people aged 5 to 12 years old. 

It will cover: 

 how to talk to young people about online risks on different 
social media platforms and games   

 how to help young people develop skills to protect 
themselves when they are online   

 where to go for help if things go wrong and how to access 
mental health support and information through eSafety.   

REGISTER NOW 

2022 dates (Australian Eastern Daylight Time) 

 Tuesday 8 February 12.30 to 1.30 pm  

 Thursday 10 February 12.30 to 1.30 pm 

 Wednesday 23 February 7.30 to 8.30 pm 

Tea and Tears 

Thank you to our 
Parents and 
Friends leaders - 
Anila and Jess 
and their team of 
volunteers for 
helping to make 
our Tea and 
Tears event a 
warm and 
welcoming one 
for our 
Foundation 
parents. The first 
day of school is a 
big day, not just 
for the children! 

 

 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/7210543797385704461
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/7210543797385704461


Parents and Friends 

Our first Parents and Friends meeting will be held in the 
Gym foyer and Staffroom (and on Zoom) next Friday - 
11th February.  

This is an opportunity to come along in person or 
online to meet with other parents, meet our Parents 
and Friends leaders and hear about the upcoming 
events. 

A reminder about this event and the Zoom link will be 
sent out via Compass next week. 

Therapist Visits to the School 

If you child is currently seeing an external therapist for 
wellbeing or development and you would like to 
discuss the possibility of those sessions taking place 
during school hours, please contact me to discuss what 
is involved in applying to have this occur. 

Visitors and Volunteers 

We  look forward to welcoming families back into the 
school as Visitors and Volunteers to work with our 
students, hear reading, attend excursions and take part 
in classroom activities. At this stage, we are hoping to 
be able to start this from week 4. In order to come into 
the school to assist in any capacity, you are required to 
complete an annual induction. In order to make this 
process as simple as possible for everyone, I have 
created a Visitor and Volunteer Handbook which will be 
available soon. After reading the booklet and watching 
a short induction video, volunteers complete a google 
form providing details of their working with Children 
checks and immunisation status. Once this form has 
been completed, visitors and volunteers can come into 
the school by signing in at the office or Tanner building. 

More information on this will be posted on Compass 
next week. I encourage all families to do the induction. 
Our students love having their families come into the 
school to assist. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Merci, 

Amanda Breeden-Walton 

amanda.breeden-walton@education.vic.gov.au 

Stay mentally safe and happy 

Please continue to look after yourself 
and monitor those around you. Should 
you feel that someone would benefit 
from some additional support, the 
following resources may be helpful: 

Kids Helpline 1800 551 800 

www.kidshelpline.com.au 

Lifeline 13 11 14 

Beyone Blue 1300 224 636 

Parentline 
13 22 89 

Drug and Alcohol Support 1800 888 236  

www.directline.org.au 

DHHS Child Protection 

1300 360 391 

Suicideline Victoria  

1300 651 251 
www.suicideline.org,au 

 

1800 Respect (Family Violence) 

1800 737 732 

www.1800respect.org.au 

mailto:amanda.breeden-walton@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.directline.org.au
about:blank
http://www.1800respect.org.au




Assistant Principal’s Report 

AMANDA SEACH 
Curriculum and Pedagogy 

Curriculum Day 

All of our teachers returned for the 2022 school year last Friday in preparation for your children’s return this week. We 
welcomed three new staff members to the team- Erin Stoddard (Performing Arts Foundation and Levels 5 & 6), Laura Nolan 
(classroom Level 1) and Tahn Watson (whole school French program).  We couldn’t have scripted a more unconventional 
start… The day began with our internet server deciding to update and reboot just as we were preparing to once again have a 
whole staff meeting over Zoom. Of course there was classroom set up and preparation to be done. We then joined together 
online and revised all of the important guidelines and information that enable us to provide a nurturing, safe and welcoming 
environment for students. We familiarised ourselves with the current COVID protocols, reviewed our staff Handbook and Roles 
and Responsibilities. Helen and Gretel led us in a Medical/Anaphylaxis briefing. We enjoyed an outdoor lunch together before 
the afternoon was dedicated to launching our PLCs (Professional Learning Communities) across the school and setting each 
teaching team up for a successful year. A storm then moved over and hailstones the size of 20c pieces fell. The day wound up 
finalising the distribution of Rapid Antigen Tests to the community. A different start indeed! 

Extra Curricular Programs in 2022 

We are pleased to once again have a range of extra-curricular programs available. We remain dedicated to the provision of 
learning experiences that are of an exceptionally high quality to give children the opportunity to continue with a passion or try 
something new. We have two types of programs - lunchtime clubs and external provider activities. The lunchtime clubs are 
facilitated by our teachers and students can opt in and out of these as they please. Some students enjoy coming to a club every 
week while others prefer to attend on occasion, both are ok. This year's external provider  program includes sport, music and 
academic pursuits. Details on enrolment processes can be found on the flyer in this newsletter. 

Cross Curricular  

Kind regards 

Amanda Seach 

amanda.seach@education.vic.gov.au  

mailto:amanda.seach@education.vic.gov.au


EXTRA – CURRICULAR PROGRAMS 2022  
We are pleased to once again share with our community the range of extra-curricular programs we 
continue to make available. We aim for all of our students to have access to and appreciate the positive 
effects of participating in extra-curricular activities and so we remain dedicated to the provision of 
learning experiences that are of an exceptionally high quality. As a result, we proudly offer the following 
extra-curricular programs:  

School Run Programs  

Lunchtime Activities  Day  Age Group  

School Choir  Wednesday  Grades 2 - 6  

Library  Monday, Wednesday, Friday  all  

Lego Club  Thursday  all  

Writer’s Club  Monday  all  

Code Club  Wednesday  Grades 2 - 6  

Craft Club  Friday  all  

Gardening Club  Friday  all  

 External Providers (booking are made direct with the Contact):  

Activity  Contact  Days  Time  Location  

Piano Lessons  
Karina  
95044214  

Wednesday & 
Thursday  

As arranged  Piano room  

Guitar Lessons  
The Music School  
Perry  
0412365515  

Wednesday  Lunchtime  Performing Arts room  

Basketball  Bentleigh Lakers  Monday to Thursday  As arranged  Gym  

Soccer  
SoccerWise  
Andrew or Samantha  
0419253837  

Tuesday and Friday  3.30 – 4.30  Soccer pitch  

Chess Club  
Kids Unlimited  
1300424377  

Wednesday  3.30 – 4.30  (Main Building)  

Science Program  
Kids Unlimited  
1300424377  

Thursdays  3.30 – 4.30  (Main Building)  

Multi-Sports 
Programme  

Kelly Sports  
Prep – Level 4  

Mondays  3.40 – 5.10  Soccer Pitch  

Netball  
Little Sporty Legends  
Foundation – Level 3  
Angela 0418585227  

Friday  3.45 – 4.45  School Gym  





Welcome back to a new school year! Our Outside School Hours Care, Your 
OSHC provides tailored experiences that aim to inspire your child and help 
them grow. 

We have been busy designing the perfect program and environment to kick 
off the new year. We can’t wait for your children to experience it. 

Our term 1 program will focus on forging new friendships, strengthening 
existing ones, being secure, and feeling included and confident.  We have set 
up an engaging and inspiring Your OSHC space so every session you child 

will be able to choose from different experience in our many zones. 

Hi all, 

We are very excited to welcome you back. I hope you are all well rested and 
ready for 2022! 

In the next two weeks, we have a number of activities that have been 
carefully planned and developed for our morning and afternoon sessions.  

These are some of the activities we have planned: 

 Cooking (Honey Joys, Pitta bread Pizza) 

 Textured Painting  

 Origami craft (Origami crowns, Origami animals)  

 Sports  

 Outdoor play 

  

We also have a space for any children who would prefer some quiet time 
which can be in our cozy cubby house or the quiet area with reading books 
and board games. 

We look forward to seeing you all soon! 

Best Regards, 

Navjot Sandhu,  
The coordinator, who works collaboratively with a team of educators to provide 
fun-filled day to all the children. 

All activities are COVID safe, 
adhere to all health guidelines and 
follow COVID-19 cleaning 
practices. 

COVID safe 
activities 

Whether it’s your child’s first day of 

school, they’re joining us at OSHC 

for the first time or they just need a 

little encouragement after the 

summer holidays, our Transitions 

program will help your child feel 

safe, valued and included. 

Positive Transitions 
program 

Did you know you can reduce the cost 

of care with a Government subsidy? 

We strongly recommend you apply for 

the Child Care Subsidy (CCS) to 

determine what you’re eligible for. 

For more info, visit Mygov.com.au 

Save on OSHC fees 
with the CCS 

To attend our program, you must register your child. You can 

register an account with us at pp.campaustralia.com.au or by 

downloading our Camp Australia smartphone app from the 

Apple App Store or on Google Play.  Once registered, it’s easy 

to make bookings and manage your account. 

It’s free to register 

When children feel that all-

important sense of belonging, they 

can thrive. Read our full blog on 

helping to boost your child’s sense 

of belonging in primary school. 

Boost your child’s 
sense of belonging 

Visit our blog 

https://www.campaustralia.com.au/
https://pp.campaustralia.com.au/
https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id1529575453?pt=120333103&ct=edmbookings&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.campaustralia.parent
https://campaustralia.com.au/blog/how-to-boost-your-childs-sense-of-belonging-in-primary-school


Online Lunch Orders 

Important reminder :  

 PLEASE UPDATE your child’s 2022 class on the QKR app to 
ensure your child receives their lunch order. 

 All lunch orders must be submitted on QKR no later than 9am.  

UNIFORM REMINDERS 

Please :- 

 Label all new 
clothing,  
lunchboxes and 
drink bottles  

 Re-label old 
clothing 
especially second hand items 

 Regularly check in lost property for your 
child’s lost clothing 

 
Lost property is located in the breezeway outside 
the student toilets in the main building. 

Orders due by Friday 11th February 





To secure a place for 2022  

(current and new students)  

Please contact Ms Karina Livitina via email 

karina_livitina@hotmail.com 

or 0405 183 770 




