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Term 3  

Friday 21st 
July 

• Final orders for Scholastic 
Book Club 

• Senior Assembly 

Monday 
24th July 

• BYOD (Bring Your Own 
Device) Information Session 
5pm 

Friday 28th 
July • Junior Assembly 

Friday 4th 
August 

• Foundation 100 Days of 
School Celebration 

• School Disco 5pm 

Friday 11th 
August 

• L3 Connecting with Country 
Excursion 

• Whole School Assembly 

Tuesday 
15th August • L5 Scienceworks Excursion 

Friday 18th 
August • Senior Assembly 

Friday 25th 
August • Junior Assembly 

Welcome back to Term Three.  I hope everyone had a great break. I can’t believe 
I have nearly finished my second week here at HPS, how time flies when you’re 
having fun!! What a wonderful community, I am very lucky to be part of it. 

Prep enrolments for 2024 are being accepted and should be submitted by the 
end of term. If you know of families interested in attending Hughesdale Primary 
School in 2024, please encourage them to contact the school.  

Please visit findmyschool.vic.gov.au to see our zone.  

Students arriving at school early is quite a concern for any school. The school 
grounds are not supervised until 8.45am.  I understand students are very excited 
to shoot some hoops or kick a ball before class starts, however, I encourage 
parents to ensure your child/ren are not arriving before the designated 
supervised time, 8.45am. 

NAPLAN results for students of year 3 and 5 are being released from Monday 17 
July 2023, we currently have not received our hard copy results. I’m writing to 
inform you of some changes to this year’s reporting. These are changes being 
introduced nationally by the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA). 

NAPLAN will continue to measure student achievement in numeracy, reading, 
writing, spelling, and grammar and punctuation but the results will now be 
presented in 4 proficiency levels: 

These are: · exceeding · strong · developing · needs additional support. 

This change will give schools, parents and carers clearer information that details 
student achievement against new proficiency levels. 

Sick Children: Parents are asked not to send their child/ren to school if they are 
at all unwell.  Given the low immunity within the community at the moment, we 
understand that your children are coming down with colds and other illnesses 
more often and therefore missing more school than usual.  For the wellbeing of 
the whole school community, we request that you keep your children at home if 
they are unwell.  Please test your child if they have any COVID like symptoms. 

Beers and Tears is a school council initiative for HPS parents to catch-up, mingle 
and meet some new parents.  It’s open to all parents across all year levels 
(Foundation to Grade 6).  It is an event that is held once a term and the next 
catch-up is tonight!  Looking forward to all the shouts I’ll receive, see you there!! 
The O.C Public Bar near Hughesdale Train station starts at 8pm. 

 Enjoy the weekend, 

Dean Napier 
Acting Principal 

Acting Principal’s Report 

http://www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:hughesdale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Dear HPS Community, 
School Council held our first meeting of Term 3 on 
Monday night (17/7), where we had our first 
opportunity to welcome Dean Napier, acting Principal 
and Racheal Oster, Business Manager to the HPS 
community.  Hopefully, many in our community got a 
chance to ‘check out the new Principal’ at our Friday 
morning coffee catch-up.  It was a wonderful turnout 
and I thank everyone for making the time and hope 
the free coffee was worth it!  Our shade sails have also 
been installed between the running track and the 
oval.  They look incredible and I invite our community 
to view our new addition. 
I would also like to thank parents for paying their 2023 
voluntary and essential fees.  The fees that you pay 
not only help to provide your child with the basics but 
help to support a 1:1 digital provision for the kids, pay 
for sick bay supplies, purchase library books, help to 
maintain our building and grounds, pay for repairs and 
upgrades and purchase those big-ticket items like 
painting and carpets. If you have yet to pay your fees, 
it’s not too late.   In past years, state schools have 
received 90.2% of their budgetary needs.  This is set to 
increase to 95% (75% State Govt, 20% Cth) at some 
point in 2024.  All of this means your fees are essential 
for providing the basics, covering the funding gap and 
providing all the special things that make HPS such a 
wonderful place. Thank-you. 
At last night’s meeting the following was discussed: 
 
Camps:  The Lvl 3 and 4 Camps to the Philip Island 
Adventure resort have been approved. 
A reminder that HPS has received extra State Govt 
funding which we have used to extend the LV 6 Camp  
to 4 nights/5days.  Last night we approved the risk 
assessment for the Lvl 5/6 Camps to Marysville.  
Further communications will come directly via the 
school. 
 
Staffing:  The seasonal flu, cold season and COVID 
continue to have an impact on staffing and our ability 
to employ CRTs to cover sick days.  HPS remains 
committed to ensuring that there is a teacher for each 
class.  This is achieved by using multiple staffing 
agencies, utilising our regular CRT’s and having our 
Principal cohort step in as required.  However, there 
are occasions where class splitting occurs within year 
levels. This is a last resort and HPS is working hard 
behind the scenes to prevent this. 
 
Disability Inclusion Funding (DIP):  HPS is due to 
transition to DIP funding in 2024.  School Council 
discussed what the funding was for and how this 

funding could be used.  The Vic government has 
promised more funding for children with a disability 
and new funding for children who may have low to 
moderates needs.  For more information, go to 
Disability Inclusion (education.vic.gov.au) 
Dean Napier has experience in this area and will 
develop a plan for how HPS may best use this funding 
to benefit as many students as possible.  School 
Council will discuss the plan in more detail when it 
becomes available. 
 
Finance Committee - The Finance & Facilities 
Committee resolved that the revenue and expenditure 
for 2022 was in line with the 2022 confirmed 
operating budget. This Committee resolved that the 
reports that they reviewed represented the financial 
transactions for the school. 
2nd Hand Uniform Stall:  The 2nd hand uniform stall 
was developed to provide a cheaper alternative when 
our uniform shop (selling new uniform) moved offsite 
to our supplier PSW.  Our onsite (old) uniform shop 
was a small business on its own and required proper 
financial oversight which was undertaken through the 
finance committee.  However, our 2nd hand uniform 
stall does not need this same level of oversight and 
has been run by the P&F committee since it began.  
Therefore, school council approved the transition of 
the 2nd hand uniform stall from the finance committee 
to the Parents & Friends Committee.  Money raised  
from the Stall will go towards to P&F fundraising goal. 
Price Increase:  A price increase to items sold at the 
Stall was approved.  Prices have increased from $2/$5 
to $5/$10.  EFTPOS facilities will also be available at 
the Stall.  Please see the 2nd Hand Uniform Shop 
Report (in this newsletter) for more details. 
Parents & Friends Committee:  The disco will be P&F’s 
first cashless event.  Please see the P&F Report (in this 
newsletter) for all the updates for all our Term 3 
events. 
 
Class Reps Coffee evening:  Our Term 3 Class Reps 
coffee catch-up was held on Monday 17th July.   
Thank-you to everyone who attended. 
 
As a council we welcome your input and feedback. If 
you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me on Kirsten.Williams@education.vic.gov.au.  
 
Kirsten Williams 
School Council President. 

President’s Report 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/learningneeds/Disability-Inclusion-Transition-web-accessible.pdf


Assistant Principal’s Report 

AARON RICHARDS 

Welcome back to school for Term 3!  I hope everyone had a 
lovely break.  It has been great to see our students settle back 
into the routines of school quickly and seamlessly. Even 
though we are only two weeks in. We have had several 
sporting teams competing in District and Division finals, VSSS 
Mass Choir Rehearsal at the Melbourne Town Hall and Somers 
Camp!   

Somers Camp 

Last Tuesday, 16 Level 
5&6 students departed 
the school and headed 
off to Somers 
Camp.  Somers Camp 
provides a program 
based on the social 
interaction of 160 
children (80 boys) and 
(80 girls) from a large 
number of schools in 
our area.  It is run by 
the Department of 
Education and by 
teachers from different 
schools.  I went down to 
visit our students on 
Sunday.  It was great to 

see them all smiling and having a great time! The camp 
concluded on Wednesday.  The main highlights mentioned to 
me were the giant swing and the food! 

Australian National Skills Diving Finals 

“Last week I went to Adelaide to 
compete at the Australia National 
Skills Final for diving. I had do a 
variety of skills on dryland and in the 
pool. For dryland I got a bronze 
medal, I came 7th in the pool and 
6th overall in the country for the 
under 11’s age group. It was a great 
week and I got to meet all the divers 
from the other states.” Caitlin I 

Congratulations Caitlin on your 
wonderful achievements!  Caitlin 
will be heading off to Sydney in a 
few weeks time to compete in the 
School Sport Australia National Championships.  We wish her 
all the best at Nationals. 

Interschool Sport 

Congratulations to our 
Mixed hockey and 
basketball teams for 
progressing through 
to the District 
Finals.  Both Finals will 
be held this 
Friday.  We wish both 
teams the best of luck. 

On Monday, our Girls 
Football team 
participated at the 
Kingston Division 
Finals.  The girls 
played extremely well 

and were very competitive in all of their games.  They finished 
the day with two wins and two loses, which placed them in 
the top bracket of the leader board.  With several team 
members on Somers Camp, a group of Level 4 girls stepped up 
to take their place.  They more than held their own against the 
older girls from the other schools.  Thank you to Mr Lowrie for 
coaching the team. 

Term 2 Building and Maintenance 

Several projects were completed at the school over the 
holiday break.  The new shade sails were erected in the space 
between the soccer pitch and the oval.  These will provide the 
students, who play up this end of the school, with an 
additional shaded area.  Post pads have been ordered and will 
arrive in the next 1-2 weeks. 

The gymnasium floor was also sanded and re-coated.  This will 
become a yearly occurrence to keep the surface in good 
condition. 

We now turn our attention to the following projects: 

• Replacing all the carpet in the main building. 

• Painting the outside of the main building. 

• Building the pirate ship playground. 

Aaron Richards 



This term we have welcomed Dean Napier to our school 
as the Acting Principal. Our Department of Education 
Senior Education Improvement Leader facilitated the 
recruitment of this position and our gratitude is 
extended to our School Council President, Kirsten, for 
participating in the panel. I returned from Long Service 
Leave this week and it was most pleasing to see settled 
classes across the school. 

On Tuesday, the Principal Class and Learning Specialists 
had a planning meeting with our Senior Education 
Improvement Leader and have devised a thorough plan 
to complete our Pre-School Review Self-Evaluation 
processes this term. Each four years schools complete a 
review which allows them to reflect, using the 
Department of Education’s Framework for Improving 
Student Outcomes, on their strengths and improvement 
needs in the areas of Teaching and Learning, 
Assessment, Engagement, Leadership and Support and 
Resources. Our review will take place in Term 4 and we 
will be well prepared for it. 

Our teacher professional learning has continued with a 
focus on Mathematics. At the end of Term 2 teachers 
participated in a workshop focussed on the use of 

Essential Assessment as an assessment tool in 
classrooms from Levels 3 -6. We also had our 
Mathematics consultant from Melbourne University, 
Ryan Dunn, return on our Curriculum Day with a 
workshop focused on building teacher expertise, in 
particular the value of talk and how teachers can guide 
students' conversations along with the development and 
use of rich tasks. 

This week teachers took time to refocus and refresh one 
of the approaches we use to develop safe and 
harmonious learning communities - Restorative 
Practices. Restorative Practices focuses on building, 
maintaining, and restoring positive relationships. You 
may be interested in viewing the Adversity, Stress and 
Restorative Practice in Schools webinar we 
participated in and can view it using this link https://
youtu.be/hULB2JiJ9Hk. Hughesdale Primary has 
worked with Kristy, the presenter, for several years and 
all staff have completed training with her.  

Kind regards 

Amanda Seach 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

AMANDA SEACH 

In Term 3, all students from Foundation to Level Six will continue the Resilience, Rights 
and Respectful Relationships Program. The teaching and support staff at Hughesdale 
PS have been busy undergoing professional development sessions which have built 
their capacity and confidence to administer the program effectively. One of the unique 
features of this program is that all students in the school explore the same topics at the 
same time, but each topic is taught in an age-appropriate manner specific to that year 
level and directly links to the Personal and Social Learning objectives outlined in the 
Victorian Curriculum. An outline for each of the following units we will explore this 
term is below: 

PROBLEM SOLVING 

Problem-solving skills are an important part of the coping repertoire. The classroom program provides a number of 
learning activities to develop students’ problem-solving skills. The activities in the program assist students to develop 
their critical and creative thinking skills, and to apply them to scenarios exploring personal, social and ethical dilemmas. 

HELP SEEKING 

Learning activities in this topic area are designed to help students discuss the importance of seeking help and providing 
peer support when dealing with problems that are too big to solve alone. This helps to normalise and destigmatise help
-seeking behaviour. Scenario-based activities help students identify situations in which help should be sought, identify 
trusted sources of help, and practice seeking help from peers and adults. 

Further information about the resources teachers will be using and specific lessons that will be taught can be found at  

Introduction Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships - FUSE - Department of Education & Training. 

We are very much looking forward to another successful term exploring our Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relation-
ships at Hughesdale Primary School. 

Tom Margary 
Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships Leader 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FhULB2JiJ9Hk&data=05%7C01%7CAmanda.Seach%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cbebfc0a409bc42a9522a08db8745bae2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638252505796992509%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FhULB2JiJ9Hk&data=05%7C01%7CAmanda.Seach%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cbebfc0a409bc42a9522a08db8745bae2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638252505796992509%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=d722b857-8d78-4afd-8519-2bc7801d5590


Beers & Tears  This will be the 2nd Beers & Tears catch-up event organised by 

Ben Parker, Jarryd Biffin and Karthik Thoppay Rajaram.  The purpose of the quarterly 
Beers and Tears is to broaden engagement and connection across the HPS 
community (across year groups) and enable self-organised unofficial activities to spin 
off and facilitate HPS fundraising. The event is designed to welcome and connect the 
whole HPS adult community – mums and dads. It’s a great way to meet new parents 
or catch-up with friends in a social setting.  Some nibbles will be provided.    
*Venue*   The O.C Public Bar near Hughesdale Train station 
https://maps.google.com/?cid=11519406009347252783&entry=gps 

SAVE THE DATES:  

Beers & Tears @ the O.C Public Bar Thursday 20th July  

2nd Hand uniform Stall in the gym foyer  Thursday 27th July @ 3pm-4pm  

P&F Meeting in the staffroom  Friday 28th July @ 9.05am  

Disco Friday 4th August from 5pm 

Family Footy Fun  Thursday 7th September 

P&F AGM  Friday 15th September @ 9.15am 

Golf Day  Friday 20th October 

If you have any questions, would like more information,  
would like to join P&F or host an event in 2024 –  
Please contact us at hps_pf@yahoo.com.au. 

Kirsten Williams, Hollie Barac, Kylie Boyle & Aniela 
Wilson 

Disco, August 4th  The disco is going cashless!!!  

This will be P&F’s first cashless event.  By the time this 

newsletter is published, there will be a Compass voluntary 

event that you simply accept or decline and pay via Compass.  

The process is the same as that used for excursions.  The 

event will remain open for the duration of the disco.  It is 

important to note that P&F will NOT be accepting cash 

payments on the night.  Acceptance & payment can only be 

done via Compass. See flyer for more details. 

Disco Volunteers:  If you are able to volunteer for the disco, 

pls contact P&F on hps_pf@yahoo.com.au.  Disco volunteers 

are required to supply their name, children’s name & class, 

whether you are volunteering for the Junior disco, Senior 

Disco or both & whether you have First Aid Qualifications (for 

the First Aid Station), WWCC and WWCC expiry date. 

P&F AGM  The P&F AGM will elect new office bearers 

(President, Secretary & Treasurer).  We also select the events 

that we will be hosting in 2024 and setting up organising 

committees for each event.  At this stage, we are expecting to 

run a reduced event calendar in 2024.  The P&F coordinators 

will continue to double as event coordinator for one event 

each term.  The number of other events we can add to the 

calendar will depend entirely on whether we can get some 

volunteers to organise the event (with P&F support). 

Family Footy Fun, September 7th  Our 

inaugural Family footy fun day is taking shape.  We have 

organised for some inflatables from St. Kilda FC to be set up 

on the oval.  Just like Auskick, this event is designed for 

everyone to participate and have some fun.  We will also be 

hosting a BBQ.  There will be more details in the next 

newsletter. 

Golf Day  This is the first time HPS will be hosting our 

Golf Day.  This event is being organised by a group of school 
councillors; Ben Parker, Jarryd Biffin and Karthik Thoppay 
Rajaram.  The date has been set for Friday, 20th October.  It is 
a full day event held at Portsea Golf Club with buses 
departing from HPS.  See the flyer following. 

2023 HPS  

https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2F%3Fcid%3D11519406009347252783%26entry%3Dgps&data=05%7C01%7C%7C45e9a72b7137448f5d6b08db4ce9f6d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638188340003240782%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
file:///C:/Users/08716071/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2A4MX4QN/hps_pf@yahoo.com.au.
mailto:hps_pf@yahoo.com.au


Important Information 

To ensure your children are kept as safe as possible, we have developed a few guidelines for the disco.   

We thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

Please note this event is for current HPS students only, siblings or other children are not permitted at the disco. 

• ALL students MUST be signed in and out by an adult at the door. 

• Flat shoes only to be worn – NO HIGH HEELS. 

• Students will NOT be allowed to leave the venue unless they are accompanied by an adult. 

• Parents are NOT allowed to enter the gym (disco) unless they are official supervisors. WWCC required for all 

volunteers. 

• No external food or drink permitted due to allergies and please no valuables. 

Children are not permitted to take photos or videos during the disco for posting on social media. We request 

that mobile devices are not used by children during this event to ensure privacy laws are adhered to. 

Wristbands will be distributed at the disco and must be worn for the duration of the event.  

If your child/ren wish to attend the disco, please complete event registration via Compass 
(>>Events)  P&F will not be accepting Cash Payment at the Door. 

It takes a small army to host a disco and We Need 
your Help!!! 

If you can help on the night, please email 
hps_pf@yahoo.com.au with your details, 
specifically your full name, contact phone number 
and email address, WWCC number and expiry 
date and confirm which disco you can assist with 
(Junior, Senior or both).  Please let us know if you 
have a current First Aid Certificate. 

 

Please be aware if we do not have sufficient parent supervisors, student numbers will be limited. 

ALL supervisors MUST have a current Working With Children's Check (WWCC). 

Supervisors must stay for the full duration of their allocated disco. Supervisors MUST NOT have other children 
or siblings with them while supervising. 

For any queries, please contact P&F at hps_pf@yahoo.com.au 

 

When: Friday 4th August 2023 

Junior School (F- Gr 2) 5.00pm – 6.30pm Senior School  (Gr 3-6) 7.00pm – 8.30pm 

Where: School Gym  Cost: $5.00 (Snack included) via Compass 

2023 HPS  



Community Coffee Morning 
It was fantastic to see so many of our community take time out  

to enjoy a coffee and a chat. 



Thank you to all the families who have donated 2nd hand 
uniforms to the school.  All donations are greatly appreciated.  
2nd hand items are sold through the Parents and Friends 
Uniform Stall and are currently held once a term.  If anyone 
would like to assist with the Stall, please contact P&F @ 
hps_pf@yahoo.com,au 

If you have any uniforms that you’d like to donate, please 
wash them and drop them in the blue wheelie bin located next 
to the office. Please only donate official school uniform (PSW, 
Spartan, LWR) and save us hours of sorting. 

There will be a few changes for our next Stall and beyond.  
EFTPOS facilities will be available at the Stall. 

There will also be a small increase to pricing; our first increase 
since we began selling 2nd hand items a decade ago. 

$10 - Bomber Jackets, Jumpers, Raincoats, School Bags, Tunics, 
Vests 

$5 – Long/Short sleeve T-Shirts, school dresses, shorts, 
culottes/skort, pants, accessories. 

If anyone in our community is experiencing financial hardship, 
please reach out to our Business Manager, Racheal Oster for a 
confidential meeting.  Confidential uniform provisions can be 
organised. 

LOST PROPERTY 

The lost property bins are located opposite of the new toilet 
block in the Main building. Please check the bins if lost items 
can’t be found in the playground. It can take a couple of days 
for things to find their way into the lost property bins, so 
please check back if you can’t find the lost item on your first 
try. 

The lost property bins are cleared every few weeks, depending 
on how quickly they fill, and labelled items are returned to 
children via their classroom.   

Unlabelled items are donated to the P&F 2nd Hand Uniform 
Stall.  We have noticed that this year more items are being 
donated to the uniform than ever before. 

LABELLING 

Please label all uniform items, lunch boxes and drink 
bottles.  Labels need to clearly show your child’s first name + 
surname or first initial + surname if you can’t fit the full detail 
on the tag. 

Please, please, please label everything!!!  We can only return 
lost items if it is clearly labelled.  If an old name is present on 
the label, cross this out and add your child’s name to the label.  
Otherwise, we will deliver the item to the previous owner.  We 
thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

Last day to 
place an  
order is  

Friday 21st  
July 

Our next 2nd Hand Uniform 
Stall is on Thursday 27th 
July between 3 & 4pm  
in the gym foyer 

Do any of these  
belong to your child? 
Please see Leah at the Office  
to collect. 

mailto:hps_pf@yahoo.com,au


Bonjour. This week our school community celebrated Bastille Day. It was a “journée 
fantastique” that brought us all together to celebrate the French language, history and 
culture. The students looked fabulous in their French themed outfits and colours. Some went 
to great lengths with their costumes… 

We spent the morning participating in fun French craft activities. Working in teams to build 
Eiffel Towers, making French hats and flags. 

The students also enjoyed a tasty croissant treat at lunchtime. It was overall a wonderful 
day and the joy and pleasure the students took in participating was evident. It was an 
absolute delight to see the children enjoying themselves so much! 
A huge thank you to staff, students and parents for making this such a memorable day! 
 
Madame WATSON 

 





FREE TRIAL AUGUST 2023 

KUMON OAKLEIGH EDUCATION CENTRE 

142-144 Drummond St, Oakleigh 

Instructor: Priya Shetty  

Mobile: 0439 774 927 








