
 

 Swimming Carnival 

What a fabulous opportunity to celebrate our close knit 
Hughesdale Primary School community. The sun was shining, 
the buses awash with excited chatter, and the community was 
reflective as we remembered the number of school events that 
have been cancelled over the last 2 years. 

The Swimming Carnival for students in Years 3 to 6 gave 
everyone an opportunity to cheer for their school house, to 
cheer for personal bests and to cheer for resilience and 
determination that was so often on display. Some children had 
not swum a 50m race before, yet they gave it their all. I 
congratulate every participant for their energy, determination 
and “have-a-go” spirit. 

Full-time Foundation 

With the completion of Foundation Learning Interviews last 
Wednesday, our youngest learners have had their first full week 
at school this week. There are some tired treasures (and 
perhaps some tired teachers !) but they have impressed us all 
with such a successful transition to school.  

Foundation children have not had the opportunity to attend 
Kinder without COVID restrictions, and it is unlikely they recall 
life before face masks. With the support of their family, 
teachers, Year 6 buddies and school community they are well 
into their first term at school. Congratulations to every parent 
and carer who contributed to preparing these children for 
school in 2022. Parenting can be a thankless role, but we all 
want you to know what a terrific job you have done. 

Assembly Presentations 

We are conducting our next Whole School Assembly on the 
11th March (Friday) at 2:55pm. If the weather is fine, we will be 
under the great green, if it is wet or too hot, it will be an online 
format (and the link will be shared with parents on the day, 
through COMPASS) 

At this assembly, we will be presenting our 2022 JAG 
representatives with their badges, as well as our 2022 
Sustainability representatives with their temporary badges. 
(Temporary badges will be exchanged for a permanent badge 
as soon as they arrive). Our new Year 6 Languages Captains will 
also be introduced to our community at this assembly. 

How do you turn one toilet into twenty?  

Despite many of our school’s regular social and fundraising 
events being cancelled or substantially scaled down last year 
(the second year in a row!), our fabulous community managed 
to raise $25,000  towards renovating the school’s main toilet 
block. A big chunk of this was raised through our first-ever 
Colour Run, which was a vibrant success with the kids. 

By demonstrating our community dedication to this project 
through; 

 showing our determination to raise money  

 being willing to co-contribute to the cost of the project 

 the number of voluntary payments being paid by our parents 
(increasing our school contribution to $100,000 !) 

we were successful in our funding quest. We’ve been extremely 
fortunate to be able to multiply this amount nearly five times 
through a Capital Works Grant, with the Victorian Government 
kicking in just under $500,000. This is a great outcome for the 
school and our students. Thanks again to everyone for their 
generous donations and impressive fundraising efforts. 

(Co-written by Megan Rive; thanks Megan!) 

Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day 
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School Council 

Thank you to our six nominees for School Council this year and 
to the many who participated in the subsequent election. I am 
delighted to announce the following members of School 
Council this year; 

This Council is an incredibly important component of our 
school’s operations, and offers a wealth of experience, 
expertise and support to us all. I thank this team for their 
dedication to the school and their willingness to donate their 
time and wisdom. 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

I would like to invite you to join our School Council for our 
2022 Annual General Meeting. 

It will be held over Zoom from 6:30pm until 7:00pm on 
Monday 21st March 2022. 

Please register using TryBooking and the following link. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BXQTK 

Bringing Personal Items to School 

It seems a timely opportunity to remind families that personal 
belongings or items of value (either $$ or sentimental) should 
remain at home. Unfortunately and way too often, a child’s 
treasured toy is misplaced at school and losing an item of 
value can cause a great deal of distress. Whether your child 
wants to bring a favourite toy or a favourite Pokemon Card, it 
is not worth the risk. Photos are a great way to share these 
treasured items without running the risk of losing them. 

Just a further word on Pokemon Cards . . . 

Please suggest to your child that the treasured cards stay at 
home. Children in Foundation are not allowed to trade cards 
however it is still permitted in Years 1 to 6. A great “check-in” 
question would be . . .  

“Would you be upset if this card was lost or stolen?” 

If the answer is yes, then please keep it at home for them to 
enjoy. We have no way of knowing who a card belongs to 
when there is a dispute, nor who a card should be returned to 
when one is found. I continue to monitor the use of Pokemon 
Cards closely, and by minimising student distress over lost 
cards, hope to avoid the implementation of a short term ban. 

Warmest Regards, 
Lisa Gough 
lisa.gough@education.vic.gov.au 

Principal’s Awards 

 Emerson from 2A shared her extensive practice of skip 
counting. 

 To William and Luca for the friendship and support they 
offered to each other. 

 Kobe and Sophia from 2D shared their sensational letter writing with me. 

 I received an email from Judo Victoria this week, sharing the exciting news 
that Forrest C. from 5A has been awarded his Junior Yellow Belt. 
Congratulations Forrest. 

 Congratulations to Adithya (4C) who managed to swim 20km in the month 
of February, raising $680 for the Starlight Foundation. What an amazing 
effort Adithya. 

 

Name Membership Type   

Kirsten Williams Parent Zavier Owen (4C) 

Megan Rive Parent Katania (5C) Angus 
(3B) 

Karthik Thoppay 
Rajaram 

Parent Meera (FA) Maithri 
(FA) 

Ben Parker Parent Josh (1A) 

Jarryd Biffin Parent Cisco (Y7), Lucius 
(3D), River (1B) 

Bridget Kersey Parent Arthur (1B), Nellie 
(5B), and Patrick 
Vincent (3B) 

Jessica Nirens Parent Felix Horton (1D) 
Scarlett Horton 
(FB) 

Rebecca Bamert Parent Violet Clements 
(4B) 

Laura Puzzello Community Matteo (2D) 

Amanda Seach DET   

Aaron Richards DET   

Amanda  
Breeden-Walton 

DET   

Bridene Forrest DET   

Lisa Gough DET   
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Principal’s Awards cont: 

 Evie and Josie from FB 
and FC shared their 
writing projects with 
their buddies and Mrs 
Gough. 

 Mitchell and Deanna 
from 1D shared their 
graph analysis where 
they did their 
personal best. 

 Peta from 4D shared 
her persuasive 
Writing about School 
Holidays 

 Aidan shared his 
writing about “Me” 

 Jordan from FD shared his success during the first 
full week of school for our Foundation students. 

 Adithya from 4C independently raised money for 
the Starlight Foundation (more about this in Mrs 
Breeden-Walton’s article). 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

AMANDA SEACH 
Curriculum and Pedagogy 

Congratulations 

Each Year students in Years 2 - 6 are offered the opportunity 
to opt-in to participate in the annual ICAS Assessments. ICAS 
stands for International Competitions and Assessments for 
Schools and it is a suite of online competitions designed for 
Primary and Secondary students which are accessed by 
students in over 20 countries worldwide. The assessments are 
created by the University of NSW Global and administered 
fully online.  

Last year we had a large participation rate; 99 students sat the 
Mathematics assessment, 45 sat the Writing assessment, and 
93 sat the English assessment.  

Congratulations to the students listed here who achieved 
Distinction Certificates which placed them in the top 10% of 
entrants in their level; 

 

Congratulations to the students listed here who achieved High 
Distinction Certificates which placed them in the top 1% of 

entrants in their level; 

Junior class reading helpers 

We are so pleased to be able to welcome parent volunteers 
back in to listen to our youngest students read each morning. 
The extra time spent reading with an adult is so valuable. We 
are currently preparing a helpers guidance sheet and video so 
that parents feel supported in how to read with our learners - 
keep your eye out on Compass if you have a child in 
Foundation, Levels 1 or 2. Please remember that volunteers 
need to have read our Volunteer and Visitor Induction 
Handbook (found in School Documentation on COMPASS 
under OHS) and completed the Google form continued 
within.   

Kind regards 

Amanda Seach 
amanda.seach@education.vic.gov.au  

Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

Stan  
Ethan  
Ava 

Sam 
Maia 
Madi 
Michael 
Sid 

Leo 
Girija 
Emily 

Iha 
Syon 
Acacia 
Avyana 
Roy 

Level 5 

Maggie and Hien 
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Assistant Principal’s Report 

AMANDA BREEDEN-WALTON 
Wellbeing and Daily Organisation 

Head Lice  

Head lice detected in Level 4 this week. Please check your 
child’s hair.  

Lunch Orders  

Please be reminded that if your child has a lunch order, they 
still need to bring a snack to school as Lunch is not until 12.50 
and little tummies get very hungry throughout the morning. 

Rango - Our Blue Tongue Lizard 

Last week, Rango, one of our Blue tongue lizards, had a lovely 
warm bath. Assisted by James, Rango was able to relax and 
enjoy a refreshing dip before heading back to his tank to eat 
some juicy banana. Thank you James for helping Mrs B-W to 
care for Rango. 

Well done Adithya  

Congratulations - Adithya from 4C who decided 
to partake in a fundraiser and chose to 
participate in the Speedo Super Swim Challenge, 
raising money for the Starlight Foundation.  He 
pledged to swim 20km during the month of 
February which he achieved. Congratulations to 
Adithya and well done on supporting this great 
charity and raising $680. 

Parents and Friends 

Just a reminder that we have our Parents and Friends Meeting 
tomorrow at 9.15am in the staffroom of the school. If you are 
unable to attend face to face and would like to “Zoom” in, you 
can do so by joining the following link -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6033321099?
pwd=YjBoa09lUE53SytnTFppY2k3WWs3Zz09 

Meeting ID: 603 332 1099 

Passcode: 7DESoQ 

Facility available 

Breastfeeding parents, please let us know if we can support 
you by arranging a quiet space for you to use while nursing 
your child.  

Smile Squad Dental visit 
Term 2 

Smile Squad is on the way 
to our school! 

Consent forms will be sent 
home in the coming weeks.  

We ask that families please 
complete all documents and return them to the school once 
completed. More information will be provided once we have 
received your forms and a visit date has been confirmed. 
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

More information is on the next page. 

Merci, 

Amanda Breeden-Walton 

amanda.breeden-
walton@education.vic.gov.au 

Stay mentally safe and happy 

Please continue to look after yourself 
and monitor those around you. 
Should you feel that someone would 
benefit from some additional 
support, the following resources may 
be helpful: 

Kids Helpline 1800 551 800 

www.kidshelpline.com.au 

Lifeline 13 11 14 
 

Beyone Blue 1300 224 636 
 

Parentline 13 22 89 
 

Drug and Alcohol Support  
1800 888 236  
 

www.directline.org.au 

DHHS Child Protection 

1300 360 391 
 

Suicideline Victoria  

1300 651 251 
www.suicideline.org,au 
 

1800 Respect (Family Violence) 

1800 737 732 

www.1800respect.org.au 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6033321099?pwd=YjBoa09lUE53SytnTFppY2k3WWs3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6033321099?pwd=YjBoa09lUE53SytnTFppY2k3WWs3Zz09
mailto:amanda.breeden-walton@education.vic.gov.au
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