Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day

Principal’s Report
Moving around our classrooms over the past three weeks, it
is very clear that children have formed new learning
communities with their 2022 classmates. The focus on
building learning expectations and community agreements
within the framework of our school values and Guiding
Statements is key. It builds stronger connections and a sense
of belonging while students feel accountable for the
learning environment which they have co-designed. We
have long moved away from a list of rules constructed by a
teacher which children must obey!
Students have also commenced lessons in the four Specialist
subject areas; Performing Arts (PA, Visual Arts (VA) French
(Languages) and Physical Education (PE). We welcomed two
new teachers to the Specialist Teaching Team in 2022. As
previously mentioned, Tahn Watson will be leading our
French Language program, and we welcome Ms Erin
Stoddart who will be working alongside Mrs Wylie. Ms
Stoddart will teach Performing Arts (Music and Drama) to
Foundation, Year 5 and Year 6 and this week I managed to
play my first chord on the Ukulele with one of our Year 5
classes.
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have (we have 4), a ballot is required. Each parent of each
child or children at the school is eligible to vote, and voters
may only vote once in a ballot. I encourage you to
participate in this process by casting a vote.
Casting a vote
Ballot forms are available for collection and/or completion
at the school office from 4:00pm Wednesday 16th February
2022, until 4:00pm Wednesday 23rd February 2022.
Electronic or digital ballot papers are not permitted to be
used. I am also not permitted to upload ballot papers onto
the school website or distribute them electronically.
To cast a vote, the voter must:


collect a ballot form from the school office (you will also
be given 2 envelopes)



place the completed ballot paper in a blank envelope;
and



place the blank envelope in a second envelope with the
voter’s name and address printed on the back of this
envelope (your details); and


posting or
delivering the
envelope to me
(the principal) by
4.00pm
Wednesday 23rd
February 2022
which is our
ballot closed date
and time.
Anybody who
wishes to use a
postal vote
should ensure that their vote is posted in time to reach
the school by 4.00pm on the closing date of the ballot.

School Council 2022
On the 7th February I circulated through COMPASS a Notice
of Election and Call For Nominations for School Council. I
would like to sincerely thank the 6 parents who responded,
nominating themselves to support our school in this way.
Where the nominations exceed the number of vacancies we

Bridene Forrest (our Business Manager) can answer
telephone inquiries regarding the election or casting votes
during the election period. Phone (03) 9570 4808.

HOW TO CONTACT THE SCHOOL
SCHOOL 9570 4808 OSHC 0423 940 728
www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au email: hughesdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Past Hughesdale Happenings can be found
on COMPASS in Community under
School Documentation

School Council AGM
Our School Council will be holding our Annual General
Meeting at 6;30pm until 7:00pm on Monday 21st March
2022. It will be held using Zoom and it would be wonderful
if you could join us. Please keep an eye on COMPASS
notices where the link and time will be published in the
coming week.

strongly recommended if physical distance cannot be
maintained, even outdoors, when students are not
undertaking physical exercise (for example; masks are
strongly recommended when classes are held outside).


Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly recommended
to wear a face mask indoors at school or an OSHC
program.

Assembly



Within the current guidelines, our Friday assemblies are
currently being held outside, under the great green if the
weather is fine. Parents are welcome to attend, but we ask
that social distancing is strictly observed and masks worn
where this is not possible.

Visitors to schools aged 8 and above must wear a face
mask in all indoor spaces, unless a lawful exception
applies. Everyone over 8 years old must wear a face
mask when travelling to and from school on public
transport, taxis or ride share vehicles.



When attending outdoor school camps and excursions,
face masks are not mandatory, unless physical
distancing cannot be maintained. Face masks must
continue to be worn when indoors on camps and
excursions.



A face mask must be well fitted and cover the nose and
mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet
these requirements.

If the weather is too hot/wet, assembly will be moved to a
Zoom (online) format. Notification of this change will be
sent as a COMPASS notice on the day, advising the link
details.
Our Assembly commences at 2:55pm, and they are
scheduled on a rotational basis - shared through the
calendar on our website. I can share the following
assemblies are scheduled for Term One;

Warmest Regards,
18th February - Whole School Assembly
Lisa Gough
25th February - Senior Assembly
lisa.gough@education.vic.gov.au
4th March - Junior Assembly (This is the first Assembly that
Principal’s Awards
our 2022 Foundation children will attend)
11th March - Whole School Assembly
18th March - Senior Assembly
25th March - Junior Assembly



On Friday, Mila from 1A demonstrated resilience
deserving a Principal’s Award. Well Done Mila.



Thank you Harvey from 3D for the beautiful letter that you
wrote to me on Thursday.
1st April - Whole School Assembly
 Excellent writing Paris from 2A and thank you for sharing it
with me.
I am excited to be presenting our Year 6 students with their

“Year 6, 2022” school leader badges at our Whole School
Assembly on the 18th February. Parents of these children
may like to join us for this brief presentation.
A Reminder About Face Masks
Thank you to the many families supporting their children
with face masks, sanitising their hands and investigating/
participating in the vaccination program. I have included a
blurb about immunisation from the Department Of
Education (DET) in the Newsletter this week, and would like
to provide you with the current advice about mask wearing
in schools.
For all school settings:




School staff will be required to always wear masks
indoors. There is an exemption from this
requirement if they are actively teaching and clear
enunciation or visibility of their mouth is essential.
Masks are not compulsory for teachers and staff
outdoors, however they are strongly recommended
if physical distance cannot be maintained, even
outdoors.
Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a face mask
indoors at school and Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)
programs, unless a lawful exception applies. Students
must wear face masks even if vaccinated. Students are
not required to wear masks outside, however they are



Well done Miss Ray and Miss Strauch for confusing
everyone when they dressed to match last week
(accidentally). Even your shoes match !



Alex from 4D for always supporting and caring for those
around him.



Aidan from 4D for his writing ideas that he listed.

Assistant Principal’s Report
AMANDA SEACH
Curriculum and Pedagogy

Teaching writing
At Hughesdale Primary, whole school pedagogy
underpins teaching and learning. One of the tools we
use to teach writing is the Six + 1 Writing Traits, you may
hear your child refer to them as VOICES. The history of
the Traits stretches back to the 1980s when a group of
teachers in America were researching the assessment of
writing. They analysed some 15,000 student writing
samples and determined that there were Six specific
traits that resulted in great writing. The Six Traits of
quality writing, across all genres, are; Ideas,
Organisation, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency and
Conventions. The +1 Trait is Presentation (important for
pieces that are being published). Coupled with a writer
having a strong understanding of the purpose of their
piece and who the audience is, these Traits are a useful
tool for the teaching of writing.
This year our teachers are continuing to deepen their
understanding of teaching writing using the Traits and
are all enrolled in the ‘Writing Traits Masterclass’
delivered by Literacy Consultant Narissa Leung (you can
see her in the image!). Narissa is an ex-Primary school
Principal and a judge on the Children’s Book Council
Book of the Year panel.

We completed Module 1 of our learning this week
digging into the Ideas Trait. Key qualities relating to
Ideas that we teach and look for in students writing are;


Finding a topic (the writer offers a clear theme/
message)



Focussing the topic (narrowed theme to be tight and
manageable)



Developing a topic (evidence provided to support
the theme or told in a fresh way)



Using detail (credible, accurate details added that
create pictures in the reader's mind)

We explored the use of Mentor texts (great quality
children’s literature, often picture books) to assist
students to understand the Ideas Trait, what to look for
in student writing and how to move them forward in
their application of the Ideas Trait using specific teaching
strategies. We look forward to continuing this course
throughout 2022.
Kind regards
Amanda Seach
amanda.seach@education.vic.gov.au

Assistant Principal’s Report
AMANDA BREEDEN-WALTON
Wellbeing and Daily Organisation

Bonjour!



Personal and Social Learning

Investigate how emotional responses vary in depth and
strength

 Understand how to interact positively with others in
All students take part in lessons which focus on Personal and
different depth and strength
Social Learning which helps students to understand
themselves and others, manage their relationships, lives, work  Understand how to interact positively with others in
and learning more effectively.
different situations

Within the Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships
program, our focus this term is on Emotional Literacy.
This involves students learning to recognise and regulate
emotions. Through each year level, students take part in
sequential learning activities targeted to their ability.
In Foundation, our youngest learners start to learn to


Recognise and identify their own emotions



Describe situations that may evoke these emotions

Our Level 1 and 2 students


Recognise and identify their own emotions



Describe situations that may evoke these emotions



Compare their emotional responses with those of their
peers these emotions



Compare their emotional responses with those of their
peers

Our Level 3 and 4 students


Describe the influence that people situations and events
have on their emotions.



Examine how success, challenge and failure strengthen
personal identities

Our Level 5 and 6 students


Explain how emotional responses influence behaviour



Explain the influence of emotions and behaviour, learning
and relationships emotions and behaviour, learning and
relationships



Analyse factors that influence their ability to regulate
emotions

In addition to exploring emotions this term, all classrooms are
establishing their Learning Community and exploiting
questions such as Who am I? How do I relate to others? And
What are my school’s guiding statements and values?
You may like to ask your child about these. I have attached
them below in order to help you facilitate these discussions.
Should you wish to learn more about the Rights,
Responsibilities and Respectful Relationships program, you can
read more at - https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/
educators/resources/resilience-rights-and-respectfulrelationships/

Safer Internet Day - Family Visual Display Posters

The friendly Smile Squad dental team will visit us in late term
If families created any Visual Display Posters, please encourage two or early term 3 to conduct a free annual dental health
examination for every student and provide free follow up
them to share them with me in the coming week. We love
treatment as needed.
sharing these with the students and hearing all about what
families are doing together in order to keep everyone safe.
What do parents need to do?
Parents and Friends
Our first Parents and Friends meeting was last Friday. Thank
you to those people who joined us both face to face and via
Zoom. Our next activities this term include the Colour Fun Run
and Easter Raffle. We are seeking coordinators for both of
these events. Should you be interested in assisting or
coordinating one of these events we would love to hear from
you! (Being a Coordinator is great fun and there are templates
and support available to you). Should you have any questions,
wish to volunteer or just want to know more, please contact myself or Aniela and Jess at - hps_pf@yahoo.com.au
Facility available
Breastfeeding parents, please let us know if we can support
you by arranging a quiet space for you to use while nursing
your child.
Smile Squad Dental visit term 2

We just need you to provide consent. Please read and sign the
consent forms that came home with your child later this term
and return them to the classroom teacher.
The Smile Squad team will then check your child’s teeth and
mouth and show them how to keep their teeth healthy and
strong. They will also provide any preventive services you have
consented for. If your child needs more treatment, the Smile
Squad will contact you.
Who is Smile Squad?
The bright orange Smile Squad vans are staffed by experienced
oral health therapists, dental therapists, dental assistants and
dentists. They all have lots of experience treating children and
a passion for improving their oral health – for life.
Learn more about the Smile Squad by visiting
www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au or contact the team at
smilesquad@dhsv.org.au.

Smile Squad is on the way to our school!
Merci,
Amanda Breeden-Walton
amanda.breedenSmile Squad is a $321.9 million Victorian Government program walton@education.vic.gov.au
that provides free dental care to all Victorian public primary
and secondary school students.
All children deserve a healthy smile and the Smile Squad are
coming to our school to help make sure this happens.

Story Box Library
Our school subscription to Story Box Library allows access to all our students, to view Stories
and At Home Activities from their own homes, inspiring their minds and encouraging diverse
and engaging storytelling, anytime.
Your child can watch favourite stories, read aloud by fabulous storytellers, at home as well as
in the classroom.
Reading aloud to children, in particular by diverse and engaging storytellers, greatly
improves language and literacy skills, especially in the early years of a child’s development.
Story Box Library is committed to supporting and engaging the practice of storytelling. It is
intended for use as a complementary form of delivering the precious experience of being
read aloud to, in order to improve children’s lives. Connecting children with literature
through the complementary medium of film, providing a vibrant, interactive experience via a
diverse range of storytellers sharing the best of our local children’s picture books.
To access Story Box Library at home:
1)

Visit https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/

2)

Choose Log In from the top right corner of the screen

3)

Log in using the username and password provided below

4)

Enjoy the library of stories on any device with internet connection

User name: hughesdale
Password: storybox

Please note the following features:


Story Box Library regularly adds new stories, so is an ever-growing library



Content is aimed at Prep/Foundation through to Year 6 students



Includes a range of short films to inspired by our stories, creators and storytellers



Resources are provided for each story, including Classroom Ideas, Activity Time and Student Task Sheets – all designed
to assist at-home learning



Captions can be turned on or off for each story



Story Box Library is a safe online space free from advertising

