
 

 

I had the most delightful experience with one of our students this week. 

Sofia in 4D wrote to me, expressing her feelings about the tree removal near 
the bike shed. The tree was special for Sofia and her friends, and while she 
expressed her understanding of my need to make decisions on behalf of our 
school community, she was also able to share that it was hard for her 
friendship group to understand my decision completely. 

As an educator, receiving this letter brought such joy and pride. The letter 
was evidence to me of so many positive elements; 

Reading between the lines to see such a strong connection by Sofia and her 
friends to her school and its environment 

 Her ability to express her thinking so well in a written form,  

 Realising how much trust Sofia must have in me to feel she can write to 
me about her strong feelings 

 The support and trust demonstrated by her family who encouraged her to 
write to me 

 Witnessing Sofia’s inspiration to speak up and ask deep questions,  

These are just some of the very many elements that contributed to my 
feelings of pride. 

Sofia and I ended up having such a wonderful chat about how as a Principal I 
made the decision to remove the tree. It turned out that I became the 
learner - such a wonderful example of our school philosophy where our first 
statement clearly highlights “We are a community of lifelong learners”. I 
learnt that by communicating with the community the thinking behind the 
removal of a tree, we can all work together to care for our environment 
while keeping everyone safe. 

Sofia was very pleased to hear that we had consulted with a tree specialist 
on two occasions, in an attempt to save the tree. She was aware that at least 
six large branches had fallen in the past 6 months, and that we had to keep 
students safe at school. Sofia 
and I went for a walk to 
check on the many trees we 
had planted on the eastern 
side of the school, knowing 
that removal of the tree was 
likely. 

So Sofia, thank you for your 
letter, for my learning and 
for bringing me joy.  

 

Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day 

Principal’s Report Week 6 Term 1 2020 Issue 3 

Past Hughesdale Happenings can be 
found on COMPASS in Community under 
School Documentation 

HOW TO CONTACT THE SCHOOL 
SCHOOL 9570 4808   OSHC  0423 940 728 
www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au    
email: hughesdale.ps@ edumail.vic.gov.au  

Term 1 

Friday 6th 
March  Whole School Assembly 

Monday 9th 
March  LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

Wednesday 
11th March  Division Swimming 

Thursday 12th 
March  Open Morning  

Friday 13th 
March  Movie Night  

Monday 16th 
March  House Athletics Carnival 

Friday 20th 
March  Senior Assembly 

Thursday 26th 
March  Region Swimming 

Friday 27th 
March 

 End of Term 
School finishes at 2.30pm 

Term 2 

Tuesday 14th 
April 

CURRICULUM DAY - Student Free 
Day 

Wednesday 
15th April Students return for Term 2 

Monday 27th 
April Foundation Puppet Incursion 

Thursday 7th 
May Mothers Day Stall 

http://www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:hughesdale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


School Council 
Welcome to Rozelle Azad (Sarina Y6) and to Laura Puzzello 
(Matteo FA), the two newest members of our school’s Council. 
We have our next meeting this coming Wednesday evening. I 
would also like to thank Megan Rive for her attendance at our 
AGM. 

Piano 
Our oldest Piano is no longer required by the school. It is 
currently located in the Performing Arts/OSHC room and we 
would like to make room for an interactive white 
board to be installed. If you feel you would like this 
instrument (and would be happy to pay for its 
removal) please email me on 
gough.lisa.n@edumail.vic.gov.au to express an 
interest. This opportunity will need to be available 
on a first come, first served basis. 

Learning Shared With Me. 

 Congratulations Wolfgang on very successfully 
reading to Mr Cooper. Well done! 

 Yasmin from 1C shared the amazing 
improvement in her writing. Congratulations. 

 Vasa from 4D shared her writing and book titled 
“The Fight Of Shelly Girl And Evil Shark”. Wow! 

 Irene from 5C shared hew writing and 
construction of the book “The Letters Of Wisdom” 

 Raphael from 4B shared how he worked collaboratively 
with Nicholas on his learning about sedimentary rocks. 
They did this without additional help. 

 
Warmest Regards, 

Lisa Gough 

gough.lisa.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

Cultural Diversity Week 
Cultural Diversity Week is Victoria’s largest multicultural celebration and falls in March each year. Did you know that we have 
students at Hughesdale Primary that were born in 20 different countries? What an amazing mix of cultures! 

mailto:gough.lisa.n@edumail.vic.gov.au


This year the theme is curiosity, conversation and community. Oakleigh South College is holding a Cultural Food Festival to 
launch the week and Hughesdale families are warmly welcomed. 

Students from the local Primary 
Schools have all been invited to 

enter an art competition and 
selected entries will be on 

display at night. Please see 
details on the flyer adjacent. 

 

Kind regards, 

Amanda Seach 

Art Competition 



Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

1A  Dash Robinson  
Resilience  
Personal Best  
Teamwork  

 For making a wonderful start to the year in 1A.  We are 
all enjoying getting to know you.  Welcome to 
Hughesdale.      

1B Callum Scott 
Personal Best 
Teamwork 

 For working hard in class, even when tasks are 
challenging. 

 For working well with everyone in our grade 

1C  Callum Wallace  Personal Best  
 For always doing his best when working in class and has 

been a wonderful friend to his classmates. 

1D  Lucius Biffin 
Teamwork 
Respect  

 For including others and using kind words when playing 
with his friends. 

2C  Bridgette Laing 
 Teamwork 
 Respect 

 For being a good sport and treating others with respect. 

2D  Scarlett Lancaster  
Personal Best 
Teamwork   

 For always trying your hardest in all activities. 
 For helping your friends when they need it. 
 For working well during group tasks.   

Week 2- Junior Hughesdale Hero 

Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

1A  Lily Oppenheim  
Resilience  
Personal Best  

 For making a great start to the year in 1A.  She is 
becoming familiar and confident with our routines and is 
starting each day with a smile.  

1B  Eli Vekas 
Respect 
Team Work 

 For being a positive role model and always treating 
others in a thoughtful way 

 For working very well with his classmates and 
contributing his ideas 

1C  Alice Gridley 
Personal Best  
Resilience 

 For being very brave when speaking with her peers and 
sharing her special items from home  

1D  Zayden Butler 
Teamwork 
Personal Best  

 Zayden showed great teamwork by helping other 
students pack up their tables.  

 He also worked hard to produce a detailed sentence 
about Footsteps during Writing time. 

2A  Mira Yuan 
Personal Best 
Respect  

 Showing manners and respect 
 Staying focused during tasks  

2C  Matthew Hall 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 For sitting properly on the floor and being a good 
listener. 

2D  Michael Mistriotis 
Respect  
Teamwork 

 For settling in extremely well into his new school. 
 For always helping others when they need it.  
 For always trying your best.  

Week 3- Junior Hughesdale Hero 



Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

1A  Max Hughes  
Respect  
Personal Beat  

 For your kind and thoughtful interactions with your 
classmates. You are always looking for ways to help a 
friend. 

1B Ava Powers 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 For doing her best work always 
 For listening to her teacher and treating her peers with 

respect 

1C  Anne Murayama 
Personal Best  
Resilience 

 For doing her best work in class and coming to school 
with a smile on her face. 

1D  Ella Robertson 
Personal Best 
Teamwork 
Respect 

 For working hard to complete set tasks to a high standard 
that reflects her best effort. 

 For displaying a friendly, helpful and responsible attitude 
in class. 

2A  Ellie Wright 
Teamwork  
Respect 

 Working nicely with peers in group tasks 
 Helping clean up the room 

2B  Nate Zalcman 
Teamwork  
Respect 

 Being kind to others 
 Helping and supporting his peers 

2C  Mateja Gigovic 
Respect 
Teamwork 
Personal Best 

  For always being kind and respectful in the classroom. 

2D  Aidan Jacobson  
Personal Best  
Teamwork   

 For working hard during letter writing sessions.  
 For helping out around the class.  

Week 4 - Junior Hughesdale Hero 

Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

3A Leo Hou 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 For his kind and supportive attitude towards helping 
others 

 For always listening to others 
 For striving to achieve his best work 

3C Mariah Haitidis 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 For always being respectful and listening to others and 
doing her personal best at all times. 

4A Marcus Golonka 
Teamwork 
Respect 

 For helping his classmates when they are in need of 
assistance and listening attentively to instructions 

4B Mason Goujon Onno 
Teamwork 
Personal Best 

 For working hard on his poster in science 
 For showing great teamwork in science 
 For meeting all tasks with a positive attitude 

4C Maisey Thompson 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 For consistently giving every task her all and being 
respectful by listening to others. 

4D Georgia Fernandez 
Resilience 
Personal Best 

 For always showing her personal best in the classroom 
and bouncing back when things don’t go to plan. 

5A Bridie Campbell Personal Best 
 For always being organised, ready to learn and showing 

a positive attitude. 

Week 2 - Senior Hughesdale Hero 



5B Mia Oppenheim 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 Mia has shown her Personal Best by giving everything a 
go.  

 Mia has also shown Respect by helping others when 
they feel down and upset. 

5C Palak Patel 
Personal Best 
Respect 
Resilience 

 For always being respectful to others and giving your 
personal best from the moment you returned to school. 

5D 
Eliana 
Zymaris 

Respect 
Personal Best 

 For helping her classmates and  listening attentively to 
her peers in teamwork activities. 

6A Vyom Lodhia Resilience 
 For being positive when faced with challenges at 

Interschool Sports 

6B Lachlan Yeo Teamwork 
 Being a tremendous help with all of his classmates in 

ICT. 

6D Samantha M 
Respect 
Personal Best 

 She is not only a good friend, she shows respect all day 
every day she respects equipment and teachers and 
students 

 Always staying on topic and finishing the task even 
when it’s hard and she is always helping her peers.  

Week 2 - Senior Hughesdale Hero Cont: 

Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

3A Maggie Cullen 
Teamwork  
Gratitude  

 For being a kind and patient friend to others 
 For being grateful for new opportunities 

3C Amelia Collins 
Teamwork 
Respect 

 For always sharing and helping others and being 
respectful and understanding of their feelings 

4A Alyssa Torrisi 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 For listening attentively to instructions and always trying 
her personal best 

4B Marcus Harbecke 
Personal Best 
Respect 
Gratitude 

 His endless positive attitude 
 Being kind to his friends during recess and lunch 

4C Lisa Sun Personal Best 
 For persisting with challenging tasks and showing her 

personal best. 

4D Jui Mehta Respect  For always showing active listening to others. 

5A Eva Papadopoulos Respect 
 For respecting our classroom by ensuring the classroom’s 

equipment is always neat, tidy and organised.  

5B Jacob Kent Respect 
 Jacob is always listening intently, getting involved and 

showing respect to everyone. 

5C Milly Black 
Teamwork  
Personal Best 

 For showing teamwork and helping others out and for 
giving your personal best to all learning tasks. 

5D Cisco Biffin 
Teamwork 
Personal Best 

 For trying his best in every task, helping his peers and 
sharing interesting ideas in class discussion. 

6A Imogen Saario Teamwork 
 For contributing her ideas and making sure everyone’s 

voice was heard during our excursion to The Melbourne 
Museum 

6D Oscar McCallum  Respect   Respect everyone around him.  

Week 3 - Senior Hughesdale Hero  



Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

3A Lachlan Clements  
Teamwork  
Respect 

 For helping his peers during reading groups 
 For listening carefully to others 

3C Claire Yin 
Respect 
Personal Best 

 For always doing your best, listening carefully and 
bouncing back after challenges. 

4A Jackson Robertson  
Personal Best 
Resilience  

 For giving tasks a go and always trying his personal best 

4B Pranjal Patel 
Respect 
Resilience 
Gratitude 

 Her amazing use of manners towards her peers and 
teachers. 

 Working hard and bouncing back when things don’t go 
her way. 

4C Ruby Lancaster Teamwork 
 For being a team player and always including others out 

in the yard. 

4D Sofia Ortega Cincotta Respect 
 For always looking out for others and listening to how 

they feel. 

5A Grace West Teamwork 
 For involving all classmates in educational and physical 

activities on camp. 

5B Tom Ben Shitrit Resilience 
 Tom has shown the school values by bouncing back when 

he didn't get the 5B JAG representative role. 

5C Lachlan Russell 
Resilience  
Gratitude 

 For showing resilience in the way you responded after 
you fell over and for the way you showed gratitude 
towards those who helped you.  

5D Kashish Patel 
Respect 
Gratitude 

 For helping her peers with a smile on her face, respecting 
her learning environment and showing gratitude.  

6A Eva Hunter Respect 
 For always being caring and compassionate towards her 

classmates. Keep it up Eva! 

6D Houben Gui 
Respect  
Teamwork 

 For showing good manners and being respectful to peers 
and teachers 

Week 4 - Senior Hughesdale Hero  



   10yr Girls 10yr Boys 11yr Girls 11yr Boys 12yr Girls 12yr Boys 

Freestyle 1 Grace W Jacob K Claire W Oliver H Chloe K Sean D 

  2 Jessie S Daniel O Alex G Ethan Z Eva H Max T 

  3 Claire Y Harley L Milly B Archie D Leia M James R 

  4 Jae B Lewis C Isabella O Houben G Mia N Tom B 

Backstroke 1 Stella R Jacob K Milly B Oliver G Chloe K Sean D 

  2 Grace W Harley L Alex G Ethan Z Eva H James A 

  3 Claire Y Charlie B Claire W Jack H Jessica P Archie D 

  4 Jae B Ruhaan B Daisy A Houben G Leia M Tom B 

Breaststroke 1 Jae B 
Jacob K 
Harley L 

Alex G Oliver G Chloe K Sean D 

  2 Claire Y Daniel O Milly B Hunter H Leia M James A 

  3 Zadie P Rafael E Isabella O Houben G Zoe B Ben G 

  4 Stella R 
Cameron W 
Lachlan M 

Lucy W Ethan Z Maria S Dominic P 

Butterfly 1 Stella R Jacob K Isabella O Oliver G Leia M Sean D 

  2 Evelyn B Harley L Alex G Ethan Chloe K James A 

  3 Claire Y Nick A Lucy W Houben Eva H James R 

  4 Grace W James A Claire W Archie D Zoe B Ben G 

House Swimming Carnival 

On Monday, Level 3-6 students participated in the House Swimming Carnival.  It was great to see so many students dressed in 
their house colours.  
The day started with the 50m events and finished with the 20m novelty events.  Just about every student participated in an 
event, with some students surprised by how well they went.   
The overall competition was extremely close, with Jacaranda claiming the House shield, for the first time.  
A massive thankyou to all the parents and teachers who helped out.  The amount of parents who volunteered made the day 
run very smoothly. 
Above are the place getters in the 50m races.  The students who came in 1st place will go onto represent the school at the 
District Carnival on Tuesday the 3rd of March.  

District Swimming Carnival 
On Tuesday, 26 students competed at the District Swimming Carnival.  Hughesdale finished in 5th place, a one spot 
improvement on last year. 
Sean Darvell, Hunter Hayes and Ethan Zhao were the stars of the day, winning their individual events.   Sean won the 12yr 
Boys Freestyle.  Hunter won the 11yr Boys Breaststroke and Ethan won the 11yr Boys Butterfly.  These three boys will now 
move on and compete at the Division Swimming Carnival.  The following students finished in the places: 
Oliver Garric  2nd 11yr Boys Backstroke and 3rd 11yr Boys Freestyle 
Jacob Kent  3rd 10yr Boys Breaststroke 
Isabella Ou  2nd 11yr Girls Butterfly 
Jessie Sandow   3rd 10yr Girls Freestyle Relay 
Jae Briggs  3rd 10yr Girls Freestyle Relay 
Grace West  3rd 10yr Girls Freestyle Relay 
Claire Yin  3rd 10yr Girls Freestyle Relay 



To make sure we all have a great time, we need some 
VOLUNTEERS PLEASE!  

Help is needed to set up tables for pizza, drinks, snacks & glow stuff sales; to 

sell things before the movie starts; and to clean up the oval the next day. 
I can help: 

For more information, please contact Parents & Friends: hps_pf@yahoo.com.au 

Name Email Mobile # 

      

by lending my esky for the day  

5-6pm (setup)  
6.15-7.15pm (sales) 

7-8pm (sales)  

Saturday 10.30-11.30am (clean up) 

Teacher Professional Learning 

We are so excited to be a partner school for ‘Respectful Relationships’ in 2020. 
Respectful Relationships supports schools and early childhood settings to promote 
and model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. It teaches our children how 
to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence. This year staff at 
Hughesdale Primary School have already begun an intensive professional 
development program in building and sustaining Respectful Relationships. There 
are a wide range of resources that have been designed for Primary and Secondary 
schools to assist in implementing the program. These resources can be found on 
the Department of Education and Training website for your perusal (https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/respectfulrelationships.aspx). 
The resources look at developing student’s emotional literacy, celebrating their 
personal strengths, managing stress, building gender equity and seeking help. 

We believe that this program aligns closely with our school values of ‘respect’, 
‘gratitude’, ‘personal best’, ‘resilience’, and ‘teamwork’. Our school mission also 
seeks to “foster respectful relationships that underpin our school’s values and 
personalised goals”. The Respectful Relationships program will be implemented 
from Foundation to Grade 6 and there is an expectation that all government schools in Victoria will have begun this 
implementation by 2021. The program is already being run in more than 1450 Victorian government schools. It is certainly an 
exciting time for the Hughesdale Primary School community as we look at bringing about positive social change through a 
wellbeing program that seeks to develop our students as a whole person and carefully considers the needs of all members of 
our community – regardless of gender, socio-economic status, culture or belief. 

The ’Resilience, Rights & Respectful Relationships’ Action Group at Hughesdale Primary School will be Amanda Seach, Elisha 
Park, Mandy Schmidt, Lisa Gough and Tom Margary. At this early stage in our application of this program, these staff would be 
your first point of call should you have any queries regarding the program. We are really looking forward to the benefits that 
this program will offer our community. 

Tom Margary 

Respectful Relationships Leader  

Friday 13 March  

$5 entry ($20 per 
school family) 

Gates open at 6.30pm, 

show starts at dusk 

Pizza sales 6.30-8pm 2 
slices for $5 (BYO plates) 

Onsite Coffee Van and Ice 
Cream Truck 

 

MOVIE 
NIGHT 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/respectfulrelationships.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/respectfulrelationships.aspx


NEWS FLASH – the second P&F Meeting for the year is 

Friday 27 March, straight after school drop off in the 
staffroom. Come and meet other HPS parents and enjoy an 
early morning tea. Will we see you there? 

Can you help? 

 Donate 45 minutes of your time to help make Movie Night 
a success 

 Help wrap Easter hampers on 17th March 

 Return your raffle tickets and money by Tuesday 24th 
March 

 Donate chocolate 

 Make a contribution to your school as a member of the 
P&F Team 

Please email Kirsten and Kylie at: hps_pf@yahoo.com.au 

Easter Raffle is only weeks away… 
Our 2018 Easter Raffle is getting closer. If you’re new to HPS, 
this is one of the most eagerly anticipated dates on the school 
calendar!  

Thank you so much for your donations to classrooms and 
those of you who have already returned tickets. 

If you have not had time as yet, please do send a donation in 
with your child - a basket, chocolate eggs, bunnies or novelty 
items – to place in the P&F basket in your classroom. There’s 
also a prize for the class that donates the most goods. 

Return your ticket stubs and money by Tuesday 24 March. If 
you need more tickets, they are available at the front office. 

Our Wrapping Day is 17th March – there’s lots of fun and 
laughter to be had while we put all of our donations together 
into stunning baskets. Further details will be communicated 
via Compass.  Stay tuned! 

All money raised will go towards funding 
new carpets & toilets in the main building. 
What a great reason to support our Easter 
Raffle! 

Hands up who’d love to see ALADDIN? Come along 
to Movie Night! 

Yay - we will be watching Aladdin on Movie Night, Friday 13 
March!  

This is our first whole-school event for the year and a 
wonderful way for the entire school community to come 
together under the stars. 

This year we will need volunteers to help sell tickets, drinks, 
lollies & pizza.  The ‘shifts’ are 45 minutes.  If you are able to 
help, please contact us at: hps_pf@yahoo.com.au   

New P&F Coordinators needed – come and 
join the fun 
Come and join the P&F Coordinating Team. Most activities for 
2020 already have event coordinators in place, so joining the 
team will mainly involve supporting our wonderful event 
coordinators and learning the ropes of P&F, meeting new 
people and having lots of fun along the way. Some activities 
include: 

 supporting selected event coordinators (i.e. not running 
events) 

 helping to run meetings 

 brainstorming for activities in future years 

 emails and advertising 

Interested? Please contact us at: hps_pf@yahoo.com.au We 
look forward to hearing from you! 

Kirsten and Kylie 2020 P&F Coordinators 

2020 EVENT CALENDAR   

Term 1   
Friday 13th March Movie Night 

Friday 27th March Easter Raffle 

Term 2   

April, date TBA Walkathon 

Thursday 7th May Mothers’ Day Stall 

Date TBA Grandparents Day 

Term 3   

Friday, 24th July School Disco 

Friday 4th September Fathers’ Day Fun and Games 
BBQ 

Date TBA Bunnings BBQ 

Term 4   

Friday 24th October Trivia Night 

Thursday 10th December Community Night 

 Parents + Friends News 

mailto:hps_pf@yahoo.com.au
mailto:hps_pf@yahoo.com.au
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Get your new Entertainment Membership today to support  

Hughesdale Primary School and receive these early bird bonus offers. 

Up to 4 months EXTRA MEMBERSHIP + SPEND & SAVE + $20 BONUS WISH 
eGift Card when you purchase our NEW Multi City or Multi Plus Membership. 

Hurry offers end 29th February! 

Entertainment Memberships can start anytime and are packed with 
thousands of substantial savings on dining, travel and fun family activities. The 

digital membership is easy to download to start using instantly. New offers 
are added weekly for ongoing value all year round.  

https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/1850w66

